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CHRISTIAN ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION IN THE 
UNITED STATES. 


Having been favoured with a copy of the proceedings of the 


Christian Anti-slavery Convention, held at Chicago, on the 3rd of | 


July last, and the two succeeding days, we have great pleasure 
in laying the most material parts of it before our readers. The 


necessity for this movement had long been apparent, from the anti- | 
christian tendencies of certain anti-slavery proceedings in the 

United States; and, believing the time had fully come when they | 
should endeavour to rescue the cause of the oppressed slave from | 


the perils which environed it, and vindicate their position in rela- 


tion to it, the friends of evangelical religion determined upon | 


holding a series of Conventions for these important purposes. The 
first was held at Cincinnati, in February, and the second at 
Chicago, and others will follow :— 


THE CALL. 


‘* At the Christian Anti-slavery Convention held at Cincinnati, April 
17th, 1850, the undersigned were appointed a Committee to hold under 
consideration the general subject of Christian action against slavery, and 
other palpable wrongs tolerated in and by the church, and were empowered 
to call another Convention, at such time and place as shall be deemed 
proper. Since the time of our meeting in Cincinnati, we have watched 
with great interest the influence which the proceedings of that assembly 
have been exerting upon the public mind, and we feel great pleasure in 
being able to state, as the opinion of the Committee, that the hopes of the 
friends of that Convention have been more than realised, in the salutary 
and wide-spread impressions which have been made. From that meeting, 
and various other movements which have followed as its consequences, 
truth has gone forth to reach and arouse thousands of minds, and the 
result is, a preparation, far and wide, for a more extensive union of the 
friends of our cause, and for more important action. 

‘*The new combination of parties, in which interests the most diverse 
are allied against freedom ; the melancholy subserviency of a large portion 
of the church to secular dictation; the attempt in Church and State to 
strike down the great principle of Protestantism—the right of private 
judgment ; the attempts which the slave power is making to seize upon 
our territories,'and even to subvert the constitution of California — efforts, 
which, if successful, will exclude freedom and a free Gospel from all these 
vast regions of our common country ;—these things constrain us to believe 
that the time has come for renewed and more strenuous effort. 

‘* We believe that a reform in the sentiments and policy of the church 
is indispensable to the preservation even of the liberties of the country ; 
and that Protestantism itself is endangered by its alliance with slavery, 
and its teachings in defence of its position; teachings which allow the 
sanctions of the religion of Jesus to manifest and acknowledged wrong. 

‘Feeling that in and through Christ alone, any effort for church 
reform can be successful, and hoping and praying that the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit may be granted unto all who may engage in the work, we 
invite our fellow-Christians of all denominations to meet at Chicago, on 
the 3rd day of July next, for the purpose of carrying forward what has 
been so auspiciously begun, by deliberating upon the most suitable 
methods for uniting and rendering effective the strength of all evangelical 
Christians, who desire to divorce the church from slavery, and who are 
willing to exclude from Christian fellowship all palpable sin, and trust 
the consequences to God. 

, ‘*C. B. Boynton. 
‘*E, Goopman. 
‘* A. BENTON. 
‘Wn. H. BrisBane. 
‘¢ Samue. Lewis. 
‘* Wa. GoovELL. 
“Cincinnati, Feb. 14th, 1851.’’ 


‘*E. H. Nevin. 
‘J. G. Fee. 
‘Geo. WHIPPLE, 
‘* Lewis TAPPAN. 
** J. BLANCHARD.. 


Pursuant to the above call, a Convention assembled at Chicago, 


in the First Presbyterian Church, at 9 o’clock, a.m., and after an | 


| hour spent in devotional exercises, formed a preliminary organisa- 
tion by electing President Blanchard, of Knox College, chairman ; 
| and Rev. E. N. Bartlett, of Michigan, secretary. 

The following resolution was then adopted :— 

‘* Resolved, That this is designed to be a Christian Convention, in 
| spirit and action, and should be conducted as a religious convocation 
| attending to the business of the Redeemer’s kingdom.’’ 
| The Committee on Nominations made the following report, which 
| was adopted :— 
|  §* For President—J. Blanchard, of Illinois. For Vice-Presidents— 
| Prof. C. G. Finney, of Ohio; Rev. W. H. Brisbane, Ohio; Rev. S. H. 
Chase, Ohio; Rev. Joseph Gordon, Pennsylvania; Pres. A. H. Mahan, 
Ohio; Rev. D. Thurston, Maine; Rev. N. Colver, Massachusetts. 
For Secretaries—Rev. George Whipple, of New York; Rev. E. N. 
Bartlett, of Michigan; Rev. S. A. Baker, of Michigan.”’ 


The following reports, after discussion, were adopted by the 
Convention :— 


REPORT ON THE CONNEXION OF THE CHURCHES WITH SLAVERY, 
THROUGH THEIR HOME MISSIONARY OPERATIONS, 
The Committee to whom was referred “the relation of the 


churches to slavery, through their home missionary operations,”’ 
beg leave to submit the following resolutions :— 





‘*1, Resolved, That home missions rest upon the obvious and scrip- 
tural principle that the spiritually strong should support and aid the 
weak, and that those who have the bread of life should impart to those 
who have not. 

‘*2. Resolved, That home missions generally, in this country, have 
heretofore been conducted upon the principle that the members of the 
churches planted and aided may hold slaves, and that, consequently, the 
members of home mission churches actually have held and do hold slaves, 
in all parts of the country where slaveholding is permitted by law. 

‘*3. Resolved, That, in the judgment of this Convention, churches 
whose members are permitted to hold slaves, are a drawback and corrup- 
tion of the Gospel of Christ, for the simple reason, that professing to teach 
and represent the religion of Christ, they do actually teach only religious 
sentiments and observances, omitting that ‘judgment’ or ‘ justice’ 
which is among ‘ the weightier matters of the law,’ and that ‘ righteous- 
ness’ which is the basis of the ‘ kingdom of God.’ 

**4, Resolved, That it therefore follows, that most of the mission 
boards, ecclesiastical and voluntary, which now receive and disburse by 
far the largest proportion of the home mission funds, raised by the evan- 
gelical churches of this country, are planting and sustaining a religion 
which is fatally adulterated—‘ another Gospel, which yet is not another.’ 

‘*5. Resolved, That, without sitting in judgment upon the motives of 
the men who have hitherto managed home missions, or denying or depre- 
ciating the good which has been done, or claiming perfection for ourselves 
—it is the object and intention of this Convention to labour and pray for 
the casting out of slavery from home missions in this country. 

‘*6. Resolved, That for this purpose a committee be appointed to 
ascertain, as accurately as may be done, in the course of the ensuing year, 


in this country; the number of slaves owned by the members of said 
churches ; and, generally, the statistics of slaveholding home missions in 
this country ; and report the same to a future Convention as a basis of 
further action. 

‘¢ 7. Resolved, That, in the meantime, measures be taken by this present 
Convention, by the employment of gentlemen, correspondence, or other- 
wise, to have the question submitted to each of the home mission churches 
in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minnesota ; 
and to ascertain, either by a vote of each church or a paper circulated for 
signatures, whether the members of these churches do or do not wish to 
be allied, through their respective Boards, to slaveholding churches in the 
| slave States, and that the results of this inquiry be laid before a future 
Convention, 
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‘¢8. Resolved, That in order to enable said churches to decide on their 
duty intelligently, the practical working, and moral and religious effect 
of slaveholding home missions upon the country, and upon religion in 
general, be clearly stated to them, with the objections'taken by this Con- 
vention to missions conducted upon such principles, to wit :— 

‘¢ Ist, That a mission board which aids some slaveholding churches 
proclaims its willingness to allow slaveholding in all of its churches, and 
that nothing but the laws of the free States, preventing slavery, prevent 
the introduction of slavery into all these churches, so far as its agency is 
concerned; and that such a board is therefore a slavery-propagating 
board, and that the secretaries, agents, and appointing committees of such 
board, are engaged in propagating a slaveholding Christianity, which is at 
best but a corruption of the religion of Christ, and therefore they are to 
be considered as brethren walking disorderly, and to be withdrawn from, 
if they persevere after earnest and faithful remonstrance. 

‘‘ 2nd, That home mission churches in free States, aided by boards 
which support slaveholding churches in slave States, are morally, and by 
their annual contributions which go to the general fund, partakers of the 
sins of those slaveholding churches ; and they are, therefore, ‘ going with 
a multitude to do evil.’ 

“3rd, Convention further hold, that the success of the Wesleyan 
Methodists, and of the Rev. John G. Fee, and others, in establishing free 
churches in slave States, proves that it is practicable to plant the South 
with a slavery-excluding Gospel, and they recommend that measures be 
taken to collect and report to a future Convention information necessary 
to carry forward this great object. 

‘‘ 4th, Convention object to sending young ministers from free States 
to preach an anti-slavery Gospel, and administer a pro-slavery discipline 
in slaveholding churches, as calculated to break down their consciences, 
confound their understandings on moral subjects, and corrupt their hearts 
by a fatally adulterated religion ; and they have reason to believe that 
many once worthy young men and ministers have been already so cor- 
rupted. 

‘5th, That this Convention object to slavery-sustaining home mis- 
sions, that they tend to give respectability to slaveholding in the whole 
country ; that the slaveholding churches which they establish must even- 
tually prove curses rather than blessings, where they are planted ; and 
that re-actively they are fast corrupting the sentiment of the churches at 
home.”’ 


Your Committee therefore recommend that the execution and 
carrying out of the measures herein submitted, be referred to a 
Special Committee, with power to raise the needed funds, and employ 
the necessary agencies, responsible to God and a future Convention, 
to which they are to report. : 

By order of the Committee, 


J. BLANCHARD, Chairman. 


REPORT ON THE CONNEXION OF THE CHURCHES WITH SLAVERY, 
THROUGH THEIR COMMUNION AND CHURCH-FELLOWSHIP. 


We assume, as a fundamental principle, that slaveholding, in any 
proper sense of that term, is a sin. 

We do not pause to offer proof of this proposition, because we 
believe that if the slaveholding of this country is not a sinful prac- 
tice, then it is impossible to conceive of any act of man which 
deserves that name, and all idea of distinction between right and 
wrong must be abandoned. 

Assuming this proposition to be true, we pass to another, with 
which all are familiar, viz., the influence of a wrong action, in 
corrupting society, is in exact proportion to the rank, dignity, and 
reputation of the wrong-doer. 

Again, the church of Christ, in rank, dignity, and reputation, 
occupies the loftiest position of earth. She stands, clothed by God, 
with the highest possible official character. She is commissioned 
by the Lord Jesus Christ, as his ambassador and witness, to repre- 
sent the character of God, and the principles of the Divine govern- 
ment. 

Of this official character she cannot divest herself, and she 
wields, therefore, under all circumstances and inevitably, the whole 
amount of influence which belongs to her station. She cannot be 
shorn of this influence even by her own misconduct; because she 
stands before the world always as the official representative of 
Christ, however she may fail to present a real transcript of His 
spirit and principles. If, therefore, she becomes a sinning body, or 
the patron and defender of sin, this influence of position is not thereby 
destroyed, nor even lessened, but its undiminished power is exerted 
in favour of evil. 

Bearing a commission from Christ, she uses the authority which 
it confers to lead the world astray; she employs the key of salvation 
to open the gates of death; she turns the light of heaven into dark- 














ness; she converts the blood of Jesus into an instrument of ruin ; 
and betrays souls into hell in the name of God. 

If, then, slaveholding be sin, and if the church in her official 
character, as the earthly representative of Christ, occupies a position 
above all other institutions, and transcends them all in influence, 
and she be found, moreover, in fraternal connexion with slavery ; 
then she affords thereby, to this dreadful system, the most autho- 
ritative and influential sanction of which we can conceive. Because, 
if all the millions of earth should, in their individual capacity, 
unite in the approval of American slavery, it would be only the 
opinion of frail and erring men ; if all Governments should legislate 
for its support and extension, they could claim no Divine sanction 
for their enactments ; if all the angels of heaven should give it their 
countenance, this would present only the sentiment of angels ; but 
the church has been actually and formally commissioned to utter the 
voice of Christ, to speak for him and in his name, and if she unrolls 
this commission before the world, and in the name of God approves 
of sin, she gives to it, by this act, a character and currency among 
men, which nothing else below the Almighty’s throne can possibly 


| bestow. 


If this reasoning be correct, and if slavery is sanctioned by the 
church, then ‘the most efficient support of the system is not given 
by political leaders nor political parties, nor must we seek for its 
strongest intrenchments in the constitution of the United States, 
but we discover that its only really impregnable defences are those 
thrown around it by the church itself. 

Nor is it necessary to state arguments upon the question, whether 
most of the branches of the church do thus sanction, and, by sanc- 
tioning, propagate slavery ; for the highest official act of a church 
is the admission to its membership and communion, which is a 
welcome and approval in the name of Christ; and when a slave- 
holder is thus received, the highest possible sanction is given to his 
character and practice; and no anti-slavery protesting, through 
the public bodies or the press, can materially weaken the far more 
potent teachings of example,—these official recommendations of the 
churches. 

Christians, individually, and the press and public assemblies 
may denounce slavery in the severest terms, and what can it avail, 
if the churches, acting officially, take it to their bosom in the name 
of God ? 

Who will be convinced that slaveholding is a grievous offence, 
or earnestly to be avoided, if the churches, speaking for Christ, 
declare that it throws no suspicion upon a man’s Christian character, 
that it does not exclude him from the church, nor forbid a well- 
grounded hope of heaven? 

We are, therefore, from necessity, as we think, led to this con- 
clusion, that the churches, through their fellowship and communion 
with slavery, do afford it a direct and most effective support; and 
if this were withdrawn, and if slavery were condemned by the 
churches, in the name of God, it could not survive the rebuke, and 
would be speedily abolished. 

We would also direct attention to the fact, that the churches, by 
their action on this subject, present to the world false and delusive 
views of holiness, the nature and mission of the church, and the 
character of God. 

Christ is represented in the Scriptures as the great Exemplar, 
the type and head of the Christian body ; and, theoretically and 
practically, the Bible presents no lower standard than this—that 
each member of the Christian family should present the distin- 
guishing characteristics of the head and type. A Christian, there- 
fore, must be like Christ, a Christ-one ; and a church, consequently, 
must be composed of men like unto Christ. If, then, the churches 
gather a promiscuous assembly of men, some of whom are guilty of 
palpable and acknowledged sin, the slavcholder being among them— 
if they are all seated at the table of Christ, as the church of God, 
the peculiar people, the holy body, the sanctified ones—surely such 
churches are guilty of false teaching of the most pernicious charac- 
ter, in regard to holiness, and even to God himself, who is thus 
officially represented as having fellowship and communion with 
unrighteousness, and consequently as unrighteous himself, 

This view becomes the more impressive and alarming from the 
important fact that the world obtains its theology, not mainly from 
the Bible, nor from our religious literature, but from the practical 
exhibitions of truth-and holiness presented in the individual and 
associated action of Christians, for, by their living example, they 
define what they mean by the terms employed in their formulas of 
doctrine. 
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The command to be holy is thus interpreted to mean, the 
becoming as good as a slaveholder, as righteous as a God that 
sanctions this iniquity. 

The whole system of Christian doctrine is thus in danger of 
being corrupted, while the written theories of the church remain 
unchanged, by causing the old language to become the sign of 
new ideas. 

The individual responsibility and duty of members, in connexion 
with slaveholding churches, has also engaged the attention of the 
Committee ; and we remark, that no principle is more clearly stated 
in the Word of God, or more strictly acted upon in the adminis- 
tration of his government, than that of associate responsibility, by 
which each member of an organic body is held responsible for the 
wrong-doing of the organisation to which he voluntarily belongs. 

Each nation, each distinct community, each religious body or 
denomination, which by its structure is constituted one whole, is 
without exception, so far as we are aware, treated by God as a unit, 
as a legal corporation, a moral partnership, each member of which 
is responsible for the doings of the body, while his organic con- 
nexion with it remains. 

The sin of the organisation is the sin of the individuals who 
compose it, which sin is so much the more flagrant than a private 
offence, as the influence of the imposing public body is greater than 
that of an individual. From this sin and its consequences there 
can be no escape except in severing the organic bond, which is 
secession from the body. 

In taking and recommending this course at this time, it is impor- 
tant that the position of seceding evangelical Christians should be 
clearly defined and correctly understood. In seceding, it is not 
for the purpose of discarding or of thrusting into the back-ground 
those sublime and distinguishing doctrines of grace which cluster 
around the cross of a crucified Saviour who died for our sins, and 
who is ‘God manifested in the flesh ;” it is for the purpose of 
vindicating those precious doctrines from the charge of sustaining 
oppression, by such a faithful and impartial application of them, in 
every direction, as shall render them mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strongholds. It is not for the purpose of super- 
seding or disbanding the divinely appointed institutions and instru- 
mentalities of Christianity—the Church, the Ministry, the Bible, 
the Sabbath, the public worship of God, and the ordinances of the 
Gospel ; it is for the purpose of saving these institutions and instru- 
mentalities from desecration and disgrace, and wielding them for 
their original and holy ends. 


In taking this ground, we countenance and practise no ‘‘ schism” 
in the body of Christ; we only discriminate between the body of 
Christ and the man of sin :—discerning between the righteous and 
the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth 
him not. We forbid not “the tares and the wheat to grow together 
until the harvest”’ in that “ field which is the world.”” We only 
claim for the church that, in distinction from a world lying in 
wickedness, it shall be the * garden of the Lord,” for growing 
plants of righteousness, and not for the systematic cultivation of 
tares. We deny not that there was a Judas in the first Christian 
church, but we remember that he forfeited his bishopric in the 
church by his transgression, and was no longer “numbered”? among 
the disciples. 

The Committee regret that the little time at command prevents 
amore elaborate and well-ordered report, and especially that we 
are prevented from entering into an examination of the teachings 
of the Scriptures upon these points, because in this, as in all other 
moral questions, the Word of God is the ultimate guide and 
authority. 

We will confine ourselves to presenting a single point, with 
which, however, we believe the whole instruction of the Bible is in 
strictest harmony. 

We are commanded to withdraw ourselves from every “ brother 
that walketh disorderly ;’” and nothing is more plain than if a 
church persistently, and after remonstrance, refuses to put away 
a disorderly member, that church herself walketh disorderly, and 
should herself be withdrawn from. 

This narrows the whole discussion to a single point. Is the 
slaveholder walking disorderly? Is it disorderly or not, to crush 
out of a man the image of God and change him into a brute, a 
‘‘ chattel-personal,” athing? Is it walking disorderly or not, to 
annihilate the first, and originally the most precious institution of 
God on earth—the family—and reduce men and women to the con- 
dition of a herd of cattle? 





Is it walking disorderly or not, to extort from our fellow-man, 
through life, and without requital, the earnings of his industry ? 

Is it walking disorderly or not, to refuse to our brother-man all 
true knowledge of the Word of God, to blind his eyes so that he 
cannot perceive the way to the cross, and, for our own selfish pur- 
poses, not only crush all his hopes for this world, but ruin his soul 
for ever? 

Is a brother walking orderly, according to the practice and in 
the spirit of Jesus, when he walks through blood and tears, shed 
by his own injustice and cruelty, and over the scarred bodies, the 
crushed rights, the blighted hopes, and ruined souls of men? 

If these things are disorderly, then the command of the Apostle 
and of Christ, through him, is explicit,—from such an one we must 
withdraw, and if our church sanctions the disorderly walk, the 
Scriptures are equally clear, “‘ Come out from among them.” 


C. B. Boynton, Chairman. 


REPORT ON THE EXISTENCE AND INFLUENCE OF SLAVERY IN 


THE MISSION CHUNGT¥FSe oF THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COM- 
MISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


At an early period of the anti-slavery discussion in this country, 
the attention of Christians, in several evangelical denominations, 
was called to the existence of slaveholding in the mission churches. 
There were but few of those who contributed funds to propagate 
the Gospel among the heathen, who were aware that the sin of 
slavery was tolerated in mission churches sustained by their bene- 
volent contributions, They generally supposed that where slavery 
existed, in countries to which missionaries were sent, that it had 
been treated as intemperance, profanity, theft, Sabbath-breaking, 
and other acknowledged offences ; and that those who voluntarily 
practised it, had been excluded from the churches. But it was 
soon ascertained that this was not the case. Slaveholding existed 
in the mission churches of several denominations of Christians, and 
while the work of the missionary to reform the lives of the heathen 
in other respects was faithfully performed, no effort had been made, 
especially in the Indian nations of America, to correct and remove 
the evils of slavery where it existed among them. Other evils, 
which they found existing, missionaries had endeavoured to remove, 
while slavery was suuctified iu the eyes of the heathen by receiving 
it into the mission churches. 

When this was ascertained to be the state of things, a sentiment 
was awakened in many churches, which demanded that slave- 
holding should cease in the missions. Many Christians declared 
themselves, at once, unwilling to contribute funds to propagate a 
slaveholding Gospel among the heathen. The subject was now 
earnestly discussed in several of the Missionary Boards. In the 
American Board, the largest and most influential missionary insti- 
tution in the country, the discussion has been long continued. The 
position, principles, and future practice of the Board, in relation to 
slavery, is now determined and published to the churches. We 
will trace the progress of this discussion to its final settlement; 
from which point, we think, every friend of Christ may discern the 
path of duty. 

When the attention of the Board was called to the existence of 
slavery in the Cherokee and Choctaw mission churches, and when 
many Christians became urgent that the-evil_should be removed, 
promises, if not pledges, were given that slavery. should be sepa- 
rated from the missions, so soon as it could be done wisely, and in 
a manner consistent with the powers and regulations under which 
the Board acts. Had it not been for these assurances, and the 
hopes which they inspired, large numbers of Christians would have 
withdrawn their contributions from the Board. As it was, a 
number of brethren connected with two or three evangelical deno- 
minations, unwilling to act at all with those who propagated 
slavery in connexion with Christianity, withdrew and formed Free 
Missionary Associations. Others remained, encouraged by the 
hope that the evil would be promptly removed. 


The pledges that slavery should be removed from tke mission 
churches will be detailed at some length, as it was these pledges 
that detained many Christians, for years, in connexion with those 
who propagate a slaveholding Gospel. 

In Western New York, the subject, at an early period, was 
extensively discussed. The Presbytery of Buffalo ordered a report 
on the ‘ Alleged Connexion of the American Board with 
Slavery.” Dr. Hopkins, since deceased, was chairman of the 
committee. The report is able. It vindicates the Board from 


various charges which had been alleged. It admits, however, the 
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existence of slavery in the mission churches, and closes with the 
following paragraph :— 

«« We are informed, by one of the secretaries, that such directions 
have been sent to the missionaries as will lead them to impart such 
instructions and adopt such measures as will result in removing, at as 
early a period as possible, all reproach from the mission churches on this 
account.”’ 

The pamphlet containing this report was circulated to some extent 
in New York, and in other States; and this assurance, published 
as coniing directly from a secretary of the Board, retained many 
in connexion with that institution. Relying upon what they 
supposed sufficient authority, they looked to see the evil ended in 
the shortest possible period. 

Not long after this publication, Rev. A. L. Wells, the agent of 
the Board in Michigan, published in the Herald of the Prairies, 
(a religious paper issued at Chicago, and extensively circulated in 
the North-west, ) a letter addressed to the editor. In this letter he 
admits the existence of slavery in the mission churches of the 
Board—speaks of it as a ‘‘ work of the devil,’”—and on the subject 
of removing it from the churches, he says,—— 





‘¢ All candid abolitionists that I have conversed with, since the report 
of the Board in 1845, professed themselves satisfied with the ground 
which the Board has taken, excepting that it did not appear to go far 
enough in giving directions to the missionaries among the Cherokees and 
Choctaws, that would prepare the way for the speedy purification of the 
mission churches from the sin of slavery. This defect, as soon as it 
was suggested by the resolutions of the Synod of Cincinnati, was promptly 
supplied, and Dr. Anderson, in behalf of the Board, has given the 
counsel desired.”’ 


Here the points of the question are made distinct. The agent 
says that those desiring to separate slavery from the Board thought 
the resolutions of 1845 did not go far enough. The Board con- 
demned voluntary slaveholding as asin of the most heinous cha- 
racter, but it did not act in relation toit as it did in regard to other 
sins. The great evil continued, while minor sins were expelled. 
The Synod of Cincinnati marked the defect, and the churches are 
assured, that Dr. Anderson had given the instructions necessary to 
remove the evil. 

-In the year following, 1847, a Convention of New School Pres- 
byterian and Congregational Christians met at Chicago. During 
that Convention the following resolutions were presented. These 
resolutions, before they were presented to the Convention, were 
read to Dr. Greene, one of the secretaries of the Board, who was 
present. He approved the resolutions, and supported them in the 
Convention—affirming that they expressed the views and the design 
of the Executive Committee, and he believed also of the Board. 
The resolutions were seconded by Rev. Mr. Spees, who was then 
the agent of the Board in the West. They were uuanimously 
adopted by the Convention. It will be noticed, that the first one 
contains the substance of the resolution offered by Dr. Bacon to 
the Board at New Haven. The second expressed the sentiment 
then held by the great body of churches contributing to the Board 
in the West. 

The resolutions are as follow. 

Mr. Walker presented the following resolutions, which were 
seconded by the Rev. Mr. Spees, and adopted without dissent :— 

‘“‘That inasmuch as the system of domestic slavery, under every 
modification, is at war with the principles of Christianity, with natural 
justice, with industry and thrift, with habits of subjection to law, and 
with whatever tends to the advancement of civilisation and the ascendancy 
of the Gospel ; and inasmuch as it brings upon every community, which 
establishes or upholds it, the righteous displeasure of God, and the 
reprobation of the civilised and Christian world,—the existence of 
slavery in the Cherokee and Choctaw nations, and among other tribes 
where our missionaries labour, is deeply lamented by this Convention. 

‘* That we rejoice in the information conveyed to us, by published and 
oral communications from official members of the A. B. C. F. M., that 
they have made known to missionaries under their care, that the senti- 
ments of the American Board, and of the great body of American 
Christians, coincide in all material points with the sentiments expressed 
in the foregoing resolution concerning slaveholding ; and that they have, 
in their communications with their missionaries, expressed their convic- 
tion that it is the duty of missionary churches, where slavery in any form 
exists, to terminate, as soon as circumstances will allow, the existence of 
slaveholding within such churches, and so to instruct their congregations, 
that the people will understand that hereafter those holding and treating 
men as property, will not be received into the mission churches.’’ 


‘The proceedings of this Convention were reported for some of 








the Eastern papers. They gave more general currency to the anti- 
slavery sentiment which prevailed among contributors to the 
Board, than had been given before. The pro-slavery element was 
awakened to resistance, (by pro-slavery we mean those who are 
favourable to the continuance of slavery in mission churches.) 
The New York Observer, an Old School Presbyterian paper, 
that has a large circulation in the slave States, quoted the 
proceedings from the New York Evangelist, and doubted 
whether they were correct; at the same time affirming that 
the Board had given no such instructions, in relation to the 
separation of slavery from the church, as was there assumed. 
The Philadelphia Odserver (a New School paper, whose editor 
had removed from a slave State, and transferred the subscribers of 
a paper published in Kentucky to Philadelphia) likewise affirmed 
that no such instructions as those referred to had ever been pub- 
lished by the Board. The true statement of the case up to that 
time is, that counsel of this character had been given by the secre- 
taries at a missionary meeting in Hollison, Mass. Dr. Greene 
there read a letter to the missionaries, the import of which was, 
that slavery ought to be removed from the mission churches, as 
soon as wise measures could accomplish the end. This letter, Dr. 
Greene there said, would not be published, because it might irritate 
the Indian slaveholders, and hinder the design they aimed to 
accomplish. These things were done by the secretaries and the 
Executive Committee. The Corporation, or Board, which has 
since shown itself to be hostile to the end sought, had not acted 
directly in the case. 

The power of slavery in the State, and in the large judicatories 
and Boards of the churches, was known to be great; but still it 
was deemed scarcely possible, after what had been said, that a 
Board, most of its members being in the free States, would con- 
tinue to propagate the Gospel of Christ, corrupted and dishonoured 
by slavery ; and todo this among heathen nations, whose standard 
of right would be taken from the mission churches. 

At the next meeting of the Board in Buffalo, President Blanchard, 
of Knox College, was present. He went with the design of intro- 
ducing resolutions tending directly to settle the vexed question— 
‘¢ Will the Board, or will it not, cease to propagate a slaveholding 
religion through the mission churches?””? These resolutions were 
introduced, two of which were as follows :— 


‘‘That it is the understanding and judgment of the Board, that 
slaveholders should not henceforth be received into the mission churches, 
without consenting to manumit their slaves. 

‘‘That if any doubt whether the property-holding in human beings 
be in itself sinful, the practice should yet be abstained from, by members 
of our mission churches, as an obvious cause of offence to multitudes in 
the Christian church.’’ 


These resolutions were referred to the Business Committee. 
Members said in the meetings, and out of them, that they were not 
quite ready for the final action. The Committee reported, that 
during the ensuing year the Indian missions should be visited by 
one of the secretaries, and the Prudential Committee should report, 
touching the extent of the Board’s control over their missionaries, 
and its responsibility for the character of their teaching and 
practice. 

The question concerning the control of the Board over its mis- 
sionaries had been abused by some, who endeavoured to shelter the 
Board from the odium of sustaining slaveholding missions. The 
Board can withhold supplies, or they can request missionaries to 
resign, or they can change their location. These being true, an 
apology for slaveholding, because the Board had no control, seemed 
derogatory to that Christian truthfulness which should be exhibited 
in such cases. 

The next year, 1848, the Board met in Boston. The missions 
had been visited.—The secretary, Mr. Treat, reported. Many have 
thought the report would bear two constructions; but we do not 
allege this, Some passages, at least, are plain. Among other 
things, Mr. Treat reports more than fifty slaveholders in the churches 
sustained by the Board in the Cherokee and Choctaw nations. He 
states that the missions are increasing in civilisation; but that, with 
the civilisation produced by the missionaries, slavery increases as a 
legitimate consequence. The principal influence, in both nations, 
has become to be in the hands of slaveholders. The missionaries, 
he says, “ feel themselves nota little straightened whenever they 
come in contact with the system; hence, he says, the Gospel is not 
brought to bear with its full power upon all those evils which are 
peculiar to such a state of society.” The missionaries are in both 
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nations forbidden by law to teach either slaves or free negroes to 
read or write.—T wo sections of the Choctaw statute on this subject 
are as follows :— 


‘Be it enacted, That from and after the passage of this Act, if any 
citizen in the United States, acting as a missionary, or a preacher, or 
whatever his occupation may be, is found to take an active part in favour- 
ing the principles and notions of the most fatal and destructive doctrines 
of the abolitionists, he shall be compelled to leave the nation, and for ever 
stay out of it. 

“‘And be it further enacted, That teaching slaves how to read, to 
write, or to sing in meeting-houses, or schools, or in any open place, 
without consent of the owner, or allowing them to sit at table with him, 
shall be sufficient ground to convict persons of favouring the principles 


-and notions of abolitionism.’’ 


This law forbids the missionary to do the work for which he was 
sent out. It not only forbids his appropriate work for the coloured 
man, but it requires him to take an autichristian position. He 
must make a distinction of persons. He must favour the rich and 
neglect the poor. He must withhold the key of knowledge from 
all coloured men, and must not even teach a negro to sing the praise 
of the Redeemer in a meeting-house, school-house, or even in the 
open forest. The missionaries in those nations do now act under 
this law ; and thus the Gospel of Jesus Christ is exhibited directly 
contrary to its essential nature. When the Indian gives evidence 
of submission to Gospel requirements, as thus exhibited, he is an 
accepted member of the church, while yet he knows nothing truly 
of what the true Gospel demands in its most essential applications. 
Such a Gospel the American Board propagates among the Indians, 
and submission to the claims of this Gospel is the evidence of dis- 
cipleship. 

The Committee to which Mr. Treat’s report was referred, laid over 
the whole matter as unfinished business, As no direct action could 
be had, an endeavour was made to bring the Board up to the point 
of affirming the principle that slavery should be discontinued in the 
missions. 

But efforts to gain even the recognition of the principle failed. 
Resolutions affirming that slaveholding should not be allowed in 
the missions, but that it should be considered primd facie evidence 
against the piety of applicants for admission to church privileges, 
were almost unanimously resisted by the Board. Afterwards, upon 
the suggestion of a venerable member from the West, the resolutions 
were admitted to record in the proceedings, provided the mover 
would withdraw them. 

When this determined hostility of the Board was shown, both 
to the action and sentiment which would place it in opposition to 
slavery in the missions, the pro-slavery spirit in the missions, in the 
churches, and in the Board, was immediately strengthened. One of 
the smaller denominations connected with the Board voted that the 
subject of slavery ought not to be again discussed in the meetings 
of the Board,—(Mr. Greene having resigned on account of ill- 
health at this crisis, and Mr. Pomeroy being elected.) The secre- 
taries now issued a paper, in which they say that their views and 
action on the subject had been misunderstood. They affirm their 
confidence in the wisdom and practice of the missionaries who take 
slavery into the mission churches, and state, in conclusion, that they 
never designed to go further on this subject than to the line pre- 
scribed by the action of the Board in 1845. 


Thus the labour and progress of three years, in the work of free- 
ing the missions from slavery, was reversed or abandoned, This 
action, in 1845, was before the introduction of the resolutions at 
Buffalo—before the visitation of the missions in regard to this 
particular subject—before the report of Mr. Treat, in which he 
says, that for admitting a man, who voluntarily holds slaves for 
selfish purposes, to the churches, he knows of no warrant whatever. 
It was before the action of the Cincinnati Synod, asking the Board 
to act as well as resolve on this subject; and it was before decisive 
pledges were given that the evil should be removed. The Board 
now went back of all this anti-slavery action and effort to the 
meeting in 1845, and there they take their position. Thus all 
advazice and all hope connected with the proceedings subsequent to 
that time were set aside. 

The question was now settled, and the Choctaw missionaries, it 
is understood, had received a letter from an influential member of 
the Board, stating that they would be sustained in their posi- 
tion, and intimating in what style and spirit it would be well to 
write in relation to the question at issue.—The position of the mis- 
sionaries will be seen in the following extracts, The Cherokee 





letter, after speaking of abuses which may arise in connexion with 
slavery, says:— 


‘‘ Nor can we ever make it a fest of piety, or a condition of admission 
to the privileges of the church, that a candidate should express a deter- 
mination not fo live and die a slaveholder.”’ 


Buying’and selling men and women they do not consider, in 
itself, a disciplinable offence. In relation to separating parents and 
children, they say :— 

‘*In relation to the separation of parents and children, we must first 
remark, that it is one of those things which are not forbidden by express 
injunction of Scripture. It is impossible, in our circumstances, to make 
it a general rule that the separation of parents ‘and children, dy sale or 
purchase, shall be regarded as a disciplinable offence.’’ 


And we are assured that THEIR COURSE AND OPINIONS ARE 
NOT TO BE CHANGED. 


‘‘ We earnestly,’’ they say, ‘‘ hope that what we have written, instead 
of leading to any protracted discussion, will be taken as a final exposi- 
tion of our sentiments, a defining of our position. Not that we are 
immutable, or dare pledge ourselves to see exactly as we now see, but at 
present, certainly, we can perceive no reason to change our course.”’ 

There were some missionaries, in those nations, who felt deeply 
grieved, when the matter was settled that the Board would still 
continue to propagate a slaveholding Gospel among the Indians. 
They felt that if Christians were willing to support the Board in 
strengthening an institution which is a moral curse to the people, 
they would no longer maintain their place in the missions. Rey. 
Mr. Potter left the mission and went to another Indian nation, 
where slavery does not exist. Rev. Mr. Strong, in a letter addressed 
to a Christian minister at the West, on this subject, speaks as fol- 
lows :— 

‘¢ All our churches (in the Choctaw mission) are Old School Presby- 
terian, and pro-slavery at that. In view of this fact, and many others 
which I cannot now specify, I am fully convinced this mission must be 
supported by those who are willing and disposed to give their influence 
in support of, and in the propagation of slavery in the Christian 
church.’’ 

In a letter addressed to Mr. Treat, on the subject of withdrawing 
his services from the Board as a missionary, Mr. Strong writes :— 

‘ T could labour here with cheerfulness and contentedness, could I but 
see the Gospel exerting an influence tending indirectly to the gradual 
extinction of slavery; but when I see the system gaining strength, and 
consolidating itself in proportion to the advancement of the people in 
civilised life, and no influence whatever exerted by the mission to retard 
the accelerated increase of it, I think the time has fully come for 
Congregational Christians (this missionary is a Congregationalist) to 
raise the inquiry,— What must be done? And if it is decided, as doubt. 
less it will be decided by the mission, that nothing ought to be done, 
the Lord whom I serve calls me to leave the mission. The call appears 
to me as clearly from Heaven as my call to the work of the Gospel 
ministry.’’ 

Auother missionary, a female, left the missions and went to Africa 
in the service of the American Mission Association.—Such has been 
one result of the refusal of the Board to cease propagating slavery 
with the Gospel among the Indians. And those who sanction, and 
a Missionary Society which maintains such practice, are, as we be- 
lieve, involved in the same guilt. 

The missionaries that remain are now protected against the anti- 
slavery sentiment in the free States; aud they are, it seems, taking 
measures to protect themselves against any more anti-slavery mis- 
sionaries. Mr. Wright, who has, perlaps, more temptation to pro- 
pagate a slaveholding Gospel than some others, writes to a gentleman 
in the slave States for help. He says that they are about to send 
two youths to College iu a slave State, to be educated tor future 
preachers to the Indians. Thus slaveholding, while the present 
missionaries live, and slaveholding in the tuture, has been in a mea- 
sure provided for. 


The following is an extract of Mr. Wright’s letter, published in 
the Presbyterian Herald, calling for help trom Kentucky. 


‘*T would earnestly ask, Are there no young men of ardent piety in 
your State, who, out of love to Christ and to souls, would cheerfully 
deny themselves and c:me and preach the Gospel of God to the perishing 
Choctaws? And if no young men, are there none of maturer years, who 
would come to labour for the Saviour and for souls? We almost despair 
of getting any more helpers from the East. Such is the state of feeling in 
that region of country, in regard to the subject of slavery, as forbids the 
hope of obtaining ministerial aid from thence. And we shall probably 
be compelled hereaiter to make our appeal to the South-west, with the 
confident hope that the Lord will incline the hearts of some to come to 
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our aid. As a mission, I think we are becoming more and more con- 
vinced of the importance of raising up a native ministry. There are now 
several young men (Choctaws) in the course of a collegiate education, 
who, we may hope, will make able ministers of the New Testament.— 
Young Bond, whom you knew at S., and another, expect to go to Dan- 
ville College this fall.”’ 

From the facts and statements foregoing, we think that the fol- 
lowing are legitimate conclusions and suggestions :— 

1. The hope that slavery can be separated from the American 
Board must be abandoned. Perhaps it should never have been 
expected that a Board having a part of its members in the slave 
States, and receiving money by agency and donation from slave- 
holders, would separate slavery from their missions. To do so, would 
be to condemn the practice of their own members. From the com- 
position of the Board, the history of the Board, and the decisions 
of the Board, the conclusion is obvious, that those who support the 
Board must do it with the understanding that the Board supports 
and sanctions slaveholding in the mission churches. 

2. That candour and conscience require every individual asking 
funds for the American Board, to state its true position, and to let 
Christians, whose benefactions they solicit, understand that slave- 
holding funds are received, and slaveholding missions are sanctioned 
by that Board. 

8. That those who solicit funds for missionary purposes, and who 
act for Societies that do not receive slavery into the mission churches, 
should likewise state these facts to the churches, and thus Christians 
will be thrown upon their personal responsibility to Christ, whether 
they will support a Board that receives slavery, or one that excludes 
slavery from the missions. 

And now, in conclusion, can we hesitate for a moment concerning 
the point of duty? If there were but a single voluntary slave- 
holder in the churches sustained by any Board, kept there not- 
withstanding the remonstrances of Christians in the free States, 
the principle thus assumed by that Board would determine its cha- 
racter. But it is confessed that slavery is advancing in the Indian 
nations, with the civilisation the Gospel as now administered pro- 
duces. The missionaries, in at least one of the nations, are connected 
with a slaveholding Presbytery at Arkansas. The design and 
means to perpetuate the present practice are avowed and published. 
A portion of the territory upon Which these iiatious aré Tocated, 
must sooner or later come into the Union as a new State, and, with- 
out doubt, as a slave State. Free Missionary Societies are already 
organised, conducted by men skilled and faithful in the disburse- 
ment of funds. Let us, therefore, for the honour of the Gospel, 
for the glory of Christ, and the good of our fellow-men, free our- 
selves, and urge others to free themselves, from all connexion with 
slaveholding missions. Let us send our money through an orga- 
nisation that we can pray for the establishment of the principles 
supported by our means. 

J. B. Waker, Chairman. 
REPORT ON THE DUTY OF CHRISTIANS IN RELATION TO THE 
FUGITIVE SLAVE BILL. 


The Committee to whom was referred the duty of Christians in 
relation to the Fugitive Slave Bill, beg leave to report :— 

That it seems to us that the fully recognised nature and design 
of Christianity, and the obvious character and design of that law, 
leave but little room to doubt as to the duty of the Christian in 
regard to it. 

The legitimate and avowed object of Christianity is to restore 
apostate man—an apostate world—to an absolute and entire sub- 
jection to the undivided and supreme authority of God. From the 
calling of Abraham from Ur of the Chaldees, to the ascension of 
the Son of God from the cross to his mediatorial throne, whether 
you regard the bleeding victim upon the Jewish altar, or the amaz- 
ing sacrifice of the Son of God upon the outraged altar of eternal 
justice—whether you listen to the voice of authority from Sinai, 
or of mercy from Mount Zion—the guilt of man’s ‘revolt, and the 
blood-bought privilege, and the imperative duty of return to an 
entire subjection to the supreme authority of God, are constantly 
proclaimed and- urged by considerations involving the eternal 
destiny of man. Of this divinely arranged scheme of redemp- 
tion—of the re-establishment of the supreme government of 
God over men—the Christian, the disciple of Christ, is the legi- 
timate and divinely appointed exponent and advocate. To this 
he is called. To this object every pulsation of Christianity in his 
soul has consecrated him. To this work the commission of his 
ascended Lord has bound him. From all the conspiracies of 
men against that government he is for ever separated, From 














all usurped and opposing authority against that government they 
are for ever released ; nay, against such authority they are charged 
by their Lord to stand with a firmness which knows no binding. 
If “ Councils,” ‘ Governors,”’ or ‘‘ Kings”’ should claim authority 
over them, and require them to disobey the least of His commands, 
or sin against the authority of God, they are to look them in the 
face with unflinching boldness, and though they should array 
around them the tortures of the flesh—the terrors of death itself, 
they are commanded to look to the eternal judgment for their 
reward—submit to the pains, but to resist the authority, as they 
would escape the vengeance of their reigning God, The power 
of the civil magistrate may drink up his blood, but his authority 
over the Christian is limited to his duties as prescribed by his God. 
The civil magistrate himself is only commissioned of God to wield 
the sword of justice. If he pervert his power to wield a sword of 
injustice, he does it at his peril. If he make himself a terror to 
him that doeth well, and a helper to him that doeth evil, and 
‘¢ frameth mischief by a law,’’? God will not be his coadjutor, but 
his adversary and Judge. Christians may be afflicted with the 
cruelty of his power, but with his usurped authority they must 
not connive ; to it (be the consequence what it may on earth) they 
must not yield, on pain of the displeasure of God, At all times, 
under all circumstances, whoever may be displeased, or at what- 
ever cost, they are charged by the explicit command of their Lord 
—by the voice of his death, and by the retributions of eternity—to 
obey God rather than man; to disregard all enactments which 
contravene the statutes of God; and to this they are sworn, by 
every element of the Christianity which they have professed. 
To this they are bound both by the spirit and letter of the Gospel. 
To this they are bound by the legitimate and avowed object of that 
Gospel. Their duty is written as with a sunbeam. They are ‘ the 
epistles of God, known and read of all men.” 

If this be so, then we have only to inquire after the character 
of the Fugitive Slave Bill, in order to determine what is the duty 
of the Christian in relation to it. 

No elaborate investigation of the merits or demerits of that Bill 
could with any propriety be attempted in this necessarily brief 
report ; nor, indeed, do we deem it necessary, both on account of 
the abundant and able investigations, which, in a variety of forms, 
are being spread out before the country, and also from the obvious 
and self-evident character of its provisions, 

Is it of God? Is it for God, or against him? Is it in harmony 
with the law of relationship which God has established between 
man and man, or against it? Does obedience to its commands 
involve the commission of anything which God has forbidden, or 
the omission of anything which God has commanded? If the 
answer to these interrogatories be easy, in view of the obvious pro- 
visions and character of the Bill, then we may easily determine 
what the duty of the Christian is in relation to it. 

Even passing by its detailed enormities, as found in its unusual, 
partial, and mischievous provisions for its execution, against the 
conscience and the humanity of the people, and the studied fore- 
closing of every fair or legal avenue of escape or defence of the 
victim of its humanity-annihilating grasp ; it must still be obvious 
to all that the whole thing is based upon the monstrous assumption, 
that human governments have the right to break up the law of 
inalienable rights and of impartial justice and liberty, which God 
has established for all. It is based upon the claimed right, on the 
part of governments, to annihilate by legislative enactment the 
rights of a part of the citizens of the country, and to make them 
the mere chattels of another class of citizens ;—upon the assumed 
right to repeal or nullify all those laws of God which would other- 
wise interfere with the use of God’s men and women, which they 
claim as their property, and all those laws of God which, if obeyed 
by the victims of their usurpations, would interfere with the ser- 
vices which they require of them. In short, it is based upon the 
assumed right of human governments to desecrate the first, and 
to annihilate or abolish the second table of God’s law. 

To aid the slaveholding States and individuals in this manifest 
invasion of the prerogatives of God, and in their legalised assaults 
upon the God-established rights of man—to aid in this practical 
and unequivocal abolition of the law of God, was that Bill passed. 
And it can but be obvious to all, that its fearful execution fully 
accomplished this—all this. Every conscience that is not seared, 
or corroded and -eaten out by selfishness and pride, feels that this 
is true. Its apologists and even its advocates either directly or 
implicitly admit it is true. 

If, to this brassy and diabolical face of the thing, you add its 
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unusual, its partial, and its unconstitutional provisions for its own 
execution, it seems to us that the duty of the Christian is unmis- 
takeable and plain. Total disobedience to its provisions at all 
hazards, at all cost, and in the face of all dangers which may 
threaten, and the use of all proper and legitimate means for its 
defeat and repeal, is his imperative duty, as a professed Christian, 
and asa disciple of Christ. 

Entertaining these views, your Committee submit the following 
resolutions for the adoption of the Convention. 


“‘ Resolved, That we regard the Fugitive Slave Bill, recently passed by 
the Congress of the United States, as involving in itself, and in all who 
aid in its extension, the essential guilt of the system of American slavery ; 
that it is itself at war with the government of God, and its commands 
can only be obeyed by a purposed disregard of the clear and explicit com- 
mands of God, and that its execution is the infliction of keen and unsur- 
passed cruelty upon the innocent victim which it thrusts back into the 
hands of unbridled and irresponsible power, with capricious and devilish 
cruelties—cruelties none the less offensive to a holy God because legalised 
by the throne of iniquity, or because committed against the weak and 
unresisting of our race. 

** Resolved, That every Christian owes it to his own character, as such, 
to the Lord that bought him, and to the religion he professes, as well as 
to the trembling fugitive, victimised, outraged, and hunted by this 
terrible enactment, to bear an unequivocal testimony against this Bill, to 
disobey its provisions, and to use every legitimate power which God has 
put in his hands, as a citizen or as a Christian, both for its defeat and 
repeal. And that any professed Christian, failing to do so, inevitably 
forfeits his own claim to the character of a Christian, or the claim of his 
Christianity to the respect of mankind,’’ 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

NATHANIEL CoLyer, Chairman, 


REPORT ON THE CONNEXION OF THE CHURCHES WITH 
SLAVERY THROUGH THEIR RELIGIOUS LITERATURE. 


The Committee on the connexion of the church with slavery 
through the religious literature of our country, beg leave to present 
the following report :— 

In the light of masses of facts and truths, which lie visible around 
us in society, we hold the following principles and statements per- 
taining to the subject under consideration to be self-evident; to 
wit :—That Christianity may and ought to exert a moral and reli- 
gious influence through her literature, scarcely less powerful and 
sanctifying in its results, than through her direct teachings—that 
religious literature, to be really and truly Christian in its character 
and influence, should embrace and enforce the moral principles of 
Christianity, in their entireness, and in all their known important 
applications—that religious literature may become as effectually 
corrupt and unchristian in its character and influence, by the inten- 
tional omission or exclusion of what it ought to embrace and 
enforce, as by the open advocacy of the most pernicious error in 
doctrine or practice, such omission and exclusion being in fact a 
most impressive and influential advocacy of the evils not rebuked 
and reprobate—that intentional silence, in respect to any form of 
known wrong-doing, especially if it be gross in its character, is an 
open advocacy of that wrong, inasmuch as such silence is a public 
avowal of the principle, that such forms of sin ought not to be 
spoken against; and that so far forth as religious literature defends, 
excuses, palliates, or apologises for any form of known sin, such 
literature does in fact array itself against the fundamental principles 
of Christian morality, the justification of any form of acknowledged 
evil being a condemnation of the principle in the light of which 
that evil stands revealed as such. 

Equally self-evident to our minds is the fact, that there neither 
is, nor can be, a form of evil, moral, civil, or political, against 
which Christian literature ought to array itself, if not against 
slavery, visibly embodying, as that form of sin undeniably does, 
every element of unrighteousness, actual or conceivable, which 
human depravity ever inflicted upon humanity. We also hold, 
finally, that the religious literature of this country has had a special, 
heaven-descended mission against the sin of slavery, inasmuch as 
that-sin has assumed, and for many years exercised, a despotic 
sway over the political, civil, and social literature of this nation ; 
Christian literature, therefore, being the last hope of crushed huma- 
nity, as faras American literature is concerned. 

Under a deep impression of their accountability to God, to the 
church, and the world, in this eventful crisis of the church and our 
nation’s history, this Convention feel themselves called upon to 
bear their testimony to the melancholy fact, that the religious lite- 
rature of this nation, when weighed in the balance of the above 





self-evident principles and statements, is, to a very great extent, 
found not only fundamentally “ wanting,’ but most uncbristian 
and morally corrupting in its character, tendency, and influence, in 
respect to one of the worst forms of moral evil existing in the 
nation, upon which the eye of heaven ever rested. We refer, of 
course, to American slavery. 

The following well-attested facts not only justify but demand 
the giving of this testimony on this occasion. 


Ist. The American Bible Society, which, of all others, should 
vindicate the right of every member of the human family, of every 
clime and colour, to the full and free enjoyment of the blood- 
bought privilege of reading the Word of God, after condemning 
and reprobating the conduct of the church of Rome, in withholding 
this volume from the people, has withholden all proper testimony 
against those laws by which the slave is denied the privilege of 
ever acquiring the power to read ‘‘ God Almighty’s Holy Book.” 

2nd. The American Sunday School Union has not only neg- 
lected to imbue its literature, prepared for the rising generation, 
with the Gospel principles of human rights—principles avowed 
even in our Declaration of Independence—but when the eagle eye 
of slavery discovered that at an early period of its history it 
had, in a single volume, permitted the utterance of a few sentences 
derogatory to ‘‘the peculiar institution,” that Society did, at the 
bidding of the slave power, drop that volume from its list of publi- 
cations. 

3rd. The American Tract Society has not only omitted, in its 
publications, as far as we are aware, all allusion to slavery as an 
evil of any kind, but has refused the offer of $200, and neglected 
that of $1000, proffered to the Society to defray the expense of pub- 
lishing a tract, simply embodying the sentiments of evangelical 
anti-slavery Christians in respect to this sin. A member of this 
Convention took down the bound volumes of this Society, hoping 
to find in them arguments and facts against the sin of slavery. ‘I 
found,” he says, ‘tracts and facts in abundance against all sins 
of all sorts—against idolatry, dancing, Sabbath-breaking, expensive 
dressing, scolding, and such like evils, great and small—but, in all 
the publications of that excellent Society, there is not a tract or 
argument against slavery.” 

4th. The A. B. C. F. M., in their widely circulated publications, 
have not only omitted all adequate testimony against slavery, but, 
in some instances at least, have withholden from the public im- 
portant testimony which their missionaries have desired to com- 
municate, through such publications, to the churches on this subject. 

5th, The periodical religious press, to a very great extent, not 
only omits and excludes all positive testimony against slavery as 
sin, but openly apologises for it; and, in instances not a few, 
defends it, as a Christian institution. We record with shame the 
fact, that the present administration of these United States has 
been able to find, in the States of Vermont and New Hampshire, 
none but the religious press sufficiently lower-law-abiding in its 
spirit to be entitled to the privilege of doing the printing of the 
Government in those States. 

6th. In most of our theological seminaries, those fountains of 
religious literature, Biblical and theological teaching not only 
omits all proper elucidation of slavery, as ‘evil, and only evil con- 
tinually,” but, in many instances, is openly pro-slavery in its 
tendencies and influence. The world need not be told, that the 
strongest defenders of the Fugitive Slave Bill are Professors in such 
institutions. 

In view of the above facts and principles, the Committee recom- 
mend to the Convention the adoption of the following resolutions :— 

‘¢1,. Resolved, That, in the judgment of this Convention, a chief cause 
of the present rapid growth of infidelity in our country is the manifest 
absence of the Christian element in the prevailing religious literature of 
the nation. 

‘2, Resolved, That the Convention urge it as a sacred duty upon all 
Christians, of every name and condition, to make the rectification and 
christianisation of the religious literature of this country a subject of 
special prayer, public and private. 

‘*3. Resolved, That all religious publications, periodicals especially, 
which are either directly pro-slavery in their character, or which, at this 
time, when the very foundations of Christian morality are being openly 
assailed, under the plea practically, if not directly ayowed, that we ought 
to obey man rather than God, should never be received as Christian pub- 
lications in Christian families. 

‘¢4, Resolved, That it would .be better for children in our Sabbath 
schools to be denied the privilege of reading publications, known by them 


to come from a Society sustaining the relations which the American 
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Sunday School Union does to slavery, than that such publications should 


be given to children as embodying the morality of Christianity. 
‘¢A, Magan, Chairman.’’ 


Besides the resolutions embodied in the reports, the following 
were adopted :— 

‘‘ Whereas a desire has been expressed that gentlemen entertaining 
different views from us might be heard on this floor: and, 

‘Whereas this Convention seeks only truth for its guidance, and 
would greatly regret to be the instrument of making any wrong impres- 
sions, either in regard to facts or principles : therefore, 

** Resolved, That we will cheerfully give opportunity for counter state- 
ments from any one who supposes that misstatements have been made, 
either in our reports or debates.”’ 

That part of the report on foreign missions presented by Mr. 
Walker was taken up and adopted; and that part presented by 
Mr. Ambrose was referred to a Special Committee, consisting of 
Rev. Messrs. Rankin, Goodman, Fee, Mahan, and Finney; who 
were instructed to report, to the next meeting of this Convention, 
what large missionary organisations in the free States are connected 
with slavery. 

The following resolutions were adopted, viz. :— 

“Resolved, That silence by a missionary body once connected with 
slavery, in regard to that sin, implicates such body in the sin and guilt of 
the system. 

‘** Resolved, That it is the duty of all Christians, who desire to propagate 
a pure Christianity among the heathen, to seek channels for their contri- 
butions which are disconnected with slavery.’’ 

1. Offered by Mr. Goodman— 

‘Resolved, That this Convention recommend to anti-slavery Chris- 
tians, when practicable, to give preference, in their purchases, to the pro- 
ductions of free labour, and to abstain, as much as possible, from the use 
of those articles which are produced by unpaid toil.”’ 

2. Offered by Mr. Nevin— 

** Resolved, That the principles of scriptural morality determine the 
duties of Christians at the ballot-box, as specifically as in any other rela- 
tion, and require them to oppose all gross immoralities there, with as 
much fidelity as anywhere else.’’ 

8. Offered by Mr. Colver-- 

‘Resolved, That the fact, that three millions of men, women, and 
children are chattelised and outraged, and held in cruel bondage by the 
unrighteous legislation of the country, presents a motive to the disciples 
of Christ, which should be paramount to all party or pecuniary consi- 
derations, in the discharge of their political duties. As they would keep 
themselves free from injustice, and their religion from reproach, they 
should guard against all party entanglements which would prevent their 
paramount duty to the crushed slave.”’ 

After prayer by the Rev. Mr. Avery, devotional singing, and the 
apostolic benediction bythe President, the Convention adjourned, 
sine die. JONATHAN BLaNCHaRD, President. 

E. GoopMan, 
E. N. BartLert, | secretaries. 
A. S. Baxsr, 


This Convention left a happy impression on the minds of its 
numerous friends. The attendance was large, notwithstanding the 
almost impassable condition of the roads. Earnestness and Chris- 
tian harmony characterised its deliberations. The humble, fervent 
spirit of the prayer meetings indicated the presence of God in the 
Convention. 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER ist, 1851. 


We have great satisfaction in calling the attention of our readers 
to the several documents inserted in the first part of the Reporter, 
which emanated from the Christian Auti-slavery Convention, held 
at Chicago, in July last; and much regret that we cannot add 
thereto, a full report of the speeches delivered during the sittings 
of the Convention, which lasted three days. The condensed remarks, 
however, of two gentlemen, well-known and much respected in 
this country,— Professor Finney, president of the Oberlin Institute, 
and Professor Mahan, president of the Cleveland University—will 
be read with interest. 

Responding to the call made upon him, Mr. Finney said :—— 

“It is important that we should understand how we appear to other 


nations, with reference to our American slavery. You who have read the 
reports of the late religious anniversaries in London, must have noticed 


, how greatly Christians there are grieved and surprised to find so much 


pro-slavery feeling among our ministers andchurches. Especially are they 
| astounded to hear that many, after having made the fairest anti-slavery 
| professions on their shores, in public addresses and otherwise, have apos- 

tatised to downright pro-slavery positions, after their return home. Not 
a few men of high standing in the American churches have taken noble 
anti-slavery ground in Britain, but returning home, have descended into 
apologies for slavery which astonish and grieve our British friends. 
These men, if they were to revisit England, could not again be admitted 
to their pulpits, and scarcely to their private hospitalities. In some in- 
stances, this recreancy to just anti-slavery principles has enkindled a deep 
feeling of mingled sorrow and indignation. It is well that all classes in 
this country —not excepting those especially concerned—should be aware 
of these facts, 

‘‘ As might be expected, British opinions and feelings as to American 
slavery are various. The Tories would be glad to have our republican 
Government explode, and they do not care how soon our slavery shall 
destroy it. But the masses of British people have not the least sympathy 
with this feeling. The sentiment of the masses is well expressed by the 
remark made to me by a gentleman of much intelligence: ‘ Your repub- 
lican Government is the greatest event in the Christian era—the greatest, 
next to the art of printing, if even it is second to that, inits magnitude of 
interests, towards human well-being. You must not let slavery blight the 
hopes of the race, by suffering it to prostrate your republican Government 
and your free institutions.’ 

‘‘ It is a notorious fact, that the Governments of Europe are making 
use of our slavery to repel all action and movement among their own 
subjects in regard to free institutions. Hence our position before the 
world becomes one of momentous interest. 

‘¢ Our British friends, I was pleased to see, are disposed to be thoroughly 
candid in their judgments of us, and wish to understand all the difficul- 
ties which embarrass the slavery question. I admired their forbearance, 
in that they did not seem at all disposed to advance upon us and denounce 
us, without examination. Yet they thoroughly hate slavery, and feel 
that they have a right to condemn it as a most inhuman, iniquitous, 
unchristian system. Their feeling against it is daily becoming more 
intense. If they knew of this Convention, they would feel a deep interest 
in its spirit, its object, and its movements, and would be in prayer for us 
at this moment. I was surprised to find how much more deeply they 
feel on the subject of slavery than most Christians do here. They take 
broader views of its bearings than we are wont to do.” 


President Mahan remarked :-- 


‘¢ The impression had been made in Great Britain, that the anti-slavery 
movement in this country was mainly infidel, with Garrison at its head. 
I was questioned in Glasgow on this point. So long as this impression 
prevailed, they naturally accounted for the tardiness of Christians in 
espousing and promoting this reform, by reference to the general character 
of the movement as in the hands of infidels. Now they are coming to 
understand that anti-slavery principles are taking deep hold of all evan- 
gclical reformatory churches, and, of course, now they begin to ask in 
earnest—-What have you done in your country to abolish slavery ? 
Especially do they put this question to all their transatlantic visitors. 
It is not enough, say they, that you come here and make good anti- 
slavery speeches ; what have you done in the tug of war at home ? 

‘* This meeting will be deemed, in England, one of vast importance to 
the cause of human well-being. So we regard it ourselves. It is a time 
of crisis. There was a crisis in the life-time of our Lord, when many 
turned back and walked with him no more, and when he said to the 
twelve—‘ Will ye also go away?’ Such a time has fallen on the anti- 
slavery cause, and every man must define his position. If we forbear to 
speak for the dumb, and rise up for the oppressed, the stones in our 














streets will have a voice, through which God will speak and be heard.’’ 
|  ** Professor Finney endorsed and expanded the foregoing remarks upon 
| American anti-slavery, as being under infidel auspices, and said :—‘ The 
| ladies of Glasgow told me they had felt constrained to withdraw fellow- 
| ship from the American infidel abolitionism. For this reason,’ said 
| Professor Finney, ‘I want all men toknow that this isa Christian Anti- 
Slavery Convention. When British Christians heard how generally their 
| American brethren stood aloof from the anti-slavery movement, they 
ascribed the fact to its infidel character ; now let them know that Christian 
men are convening together to inquire what they shall do as Christians, 
to rescue the church from an all-sustaining connexion with slavery; nay, 
more, how the church and all her benevolent organisations can be made 
efficient co-workers in overthrowing this system, the vilest the sun 
ever saw.’” 


On consulting the record of the proceedings of this important 
Convention, we find that upwards of two hundred and sixty mem- 
bers were present, representing sections of the following religious 
communions,—-viz., Independents, Baptists, Wesleyan Methodists, 
New School Presbyterians, Free Presbyterians, Friends, African 
Methodist Church, Protestant Methodists, Free Church, Free Union 
Church, Free-Will Baptists,;Cumberland Presbyterians, Church of 
Christ, Methodist Episcopal Church, Welch Calvinistic Methodists, 
}and Reformed Presbyterians. They came together from the 
| following States, namely, Kentucky, Maine, Massachusetts, 
Vermont, Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, 
Indiana, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Illinois. Canada was represented 
by Henry Bibb, a fugitive slave, editor of the ‘ Voice of the 
Fugitive,” and England by the Rev. Charles Hill Coe, of Bir- 
mingham. The proceedings were of the most animated and cheering 
character, and we doubt not will be followed by the most satisfactory 
results. . 





It cannot fail to have been observed by those who have followed 
the history of the Slave Power in the United States, during the last 
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four or five years, how that, overcoming the resistance against it» 
which, for a time, appeared to be serious, it has accomplished all that 
it threatened, and more than its opponents had ever feared. It came 
out of the Mexican war, which it originated, with the spoil of an 
immense territory, of which it has already secured some seventy or 
eighty thousand square miles for slavery, by annexing them to 
Texas ; while those portions which are reserved to New Mexico 
and Utah, it has protected thus far for its own use, by ob- 
taining an express stipulation against the exclusion of slavery 
from them by the authority of Congress, and the consent of the 
Federal Government. It has, moreover, got a promise, from Mr, 
Webster and his friends, of four or five more slave States, to be 
carved out of Texas, with a reinforcement of eight or ten more | 
votes in the United States’ Senate. It has completely engulfed | 
the great Whig party, which had always been more or less con- 
tumacious, and has made a Whig administration more subservient 
to its objects, and active in carrying them out, than any former | 
administration in the history of the country. It has settled the | 
point, for the present at least, that the pay and patronage of the 
General Government are to be bestowed on its allies only, and has 
enlisted in its service the money and commercial power of the | 
North to a degree heretofore unknown. But what is still worse, it 
has debauched the moral sense of the people to such an extent, | 
that the prediction of the celebrated William Pinckney, uttered | 
sixty years ago, is likely to be realised ; namely, that if slavery | 
should survive fifty years, it would work a ‘ decay of the spirit of | 
liberty in the free States.” | 

The Slave Power has done not a little in its recent triumphs, of | 
which no one yet sees the fruits. A material part of what it has | 
been doing consists in preparations for further aggressions. It is a 
mistake to suppose that the Fugitive Slave Bill is the great issue 
of the day. The real issue is, whether the Southern party shall 
establish an oppressive dominion over the republican institutions 
of the country. The Fugitive Slave Bill is a most cruel and 
wicked measure ; but it must be regarded only as a symptom of 
deeply-seated disease which has fastened on the body-politic. 

Whatever other plans for self-aggrandisement the Slave Power 
may have already made, there is one which is ripe for execution: 
it is determined to have more territory, on which its ‘‘ peculiar 
institution’”’ shal] have power to expand; and here are the quar- 
ters to which it is directing its close attention :-—— 


1. The Slave Power intends that New Mexico and Utah, when they 
come into the Union, shall be admitted as Slave States, with their two 
Slave Power Senators each. By the Act of September, 1850, it has 
formally protected slavery from being excluded from those territories by 
the Proviso. ‘There is good evidence that, however illegally, a consider- 
able number of slaves is already held in them both; and that the number 
is increasing. Thanks to the Congress of 1850, things are in as good a 
train as the most enthusiastic devotee of the Moloch could desire. And 
Mr. Fillmore has given to the operation in New Mexico the aid of a 
Governor from a Slave State. 

2. Ever since California came into the Union as a Free State, the 
project of dividing it into two States by the Missouri Compromise line of 
lat. 36° 30’, has been freely proclaimed. It will go into effect, unless 
the Slave Power encounters some opposition more resolute than recent 
experiences give reason to anticipate. Our news from St. Francisco 
comes down to the 6th of last month. One of the items which the 
newspapers get by the arrival of the Prometheus, on Saturday last, is as 
follows. Probably the parallel of 37° is proposed, instead of 36° 30/, 
because the former would just include the important part of Monterey 
in the new State. 

‘A portion of the newspaper press in California is organising a 
project for dividing the State at the 37th degree of north latitude, and 
making the southern part a separate sovereignty. Should this movement 
be successful, it is understood that its projectors will favour the recog- 
nition of slavery by the new State.’’ 

3. No less than four new Slave States are to be carved out of Texas, 
bringing eight more Slave Power votes into the Federal Senate, as soon 
as Mr. Webster and his confederates can effect their object. Such, in 
his ever memorable speech of the 7th of March, 1850, was declared by 
that gentleman to be the proper course of legislation, when Texas shall 
so desire, ‘‘ when her population shall justify such a procceding,’’ and 
‘¢ when the proper time comes for the enactment.”’ 

4. Mr. Pearce’s Texas Boundary Bill, which passed the House, Sept. 
6th, 1851, and drew directly after it the other (so called) compromise 
measures, made the parallel of 36° 30' the northern boundary of that 
State. Whoever will take the trouble to inspect a map will see that that 
parallel, which is also the northern boundary of Arkansas, has on its 
southern side a territory bounded by Arkansas on the east, and by Texas 
on the south and west. That territory is nearly a parallelogram of about 
three hundred and fifty miles’ length from east to west, and two hundred 
miles’ breadth from north to south, Its area accordingly consists of about 
70,000 square miles, an extent of country capable of being cut up into 
eight or ten States, each as large as the State of Massachusetts. It will 
not be long before we shall see a movement to erect this territory into 
one or more Slave States, with their northern border connecting those of 
Arkansas and Texas, and so extending continuously the compromise line 
of slavery as far westward as the 103rd degree of longitude. 

5. The Rio Grande, now the south-western boundary of Texas and of 

















the United States, is not going to bound the ambition of the Slave Power 


in that direction. The process by which, so little time ago, Texas was 
rent from Mexico, and turned over to the United States, and slavery is 
already in operation in the Mexican provinces bordering on Texas to the 
south-west. An invasion of the same description, by American adventurers, 
is even now in progress in the provinces of Tamaulipas, Nuevo Leon and 
Coahuila. The Houston Telegraph of Sept. 5th states that a considera- 
ble number of the Texan volunteers have been enlisted, and provision 
made of large quantities of arms, ammunition, and military stores, and 
anticipates the establishment of ‘‘ an independent government in all the 
valley of the Rio Grande east of the Sierra Madre.’’ According to a 
despatch from New Orleans of Sept. 29th, a battle has already been 
fought, in which the banditti have been successful. There is, perhaps, no 
reason for expecting that the plot will fail, any more than there was to 
expect a failure of the similar conspiracy in- relation to Texas, or so much. 
And should the ‘‘independent government’ be established, it will of 
course remain independent just long enough for our Slave Power to make 
arrangements to turn it to its own use, and no longer. 

6. The Mexican provinces of Chihuahua and Sonora together extend 
from Texas to the Gulf of California. Sonora is said to abound in mineral 
wealth, especially in mines of silver. In a recent New York paper we read 
as follows :— 

‘It is stated by individuals from California, and by the papers, that a 


well-planned and extensive expedition is about to go from California to 


Sonora, to help the people of the latter State in throwing off their con- 
nections with Mexico. Many bands have already set out for this purpose, 
and others are expected soon to join them. 

‘* Alone, they would not be able to accomplish their purpose of separa- 
tion ; but, with the rumoured assistance from California, our informant 


_ is clearly of the opinion that they would succeed. 


‘* Their object is of course to procure admission into the United States, 
x * * * * 


‘‘ It is certain that the attempt at separation will soon be made, and if 
the aid promised from California is what it is represented to be, they will 
not make the attempt in vain.’’ 


We are not able to refer to authentic evidence of this plot. We can 


| only say that it is quite in the spirit of the times, and that, should it 


succeed in the preliminary step of effecting the robbery from Mexico, the 
Slave Power will have this advantage for ulterior measures, that the whole 
of Sonora lies below the mystic line of 36° 30’. 

7. Cuba is not yet in process of annexation, and recent events have 
shown that there are difficulties in the way; but the Slave Power watches 
it with exceeding greed, and perhaps it is not more unlikely that its 
annexation will, by that interest, be made an element in the approaching 
presidential canvass, than it was, in 1843, that the annexation of Texas 
would be so used. 

8. The Slave Power has long had its eye on St. Domingo, watching for 
an opportunity to pounce on that rich prey. There will be rich revela- 
tions, if ever the instructions of the State Department to John Hogan, on 
his mission to that island in 1843, shall see the light. The more recent 
agency of Mr. Green, son of Mr. Calhoun’s friend, Duff Green, in the 
scheme to introduce white colonists to support the cause of the weaker of 
the two parties into which the population of the island is now divided, is 


| a transaction whicb, in the light of other events of the time, is scarcely to 


be interpreted except as an enterprise to gain a footing in the island with 
a view to its subjugation and annexation. 

9. Yucatan is no farther from Tamaulipas than Tamaulipas is from 
New Orleans. It almost touches the western end of Cuba, and in our 
hands would make the Gulf of Mexico a close sea. When the white 
inhabitants of the coast of Yucatan, three years ago, warred with the 
Indians, there was a strong disposition on the part of the Slave Power to 
extend to them the protection of this country ; and an appeal to that 
effect, if not originally got up by it, was received by it with great favour. 
Its hands were too full at that moment to grasp at anything more, but 
there is little doubt that a recurrence of circumstances at all similar would 
revive the project. 

10. Nicaragua is not a great deal farther. Should that turn out to be 
tbe favourite route to California, and especially should a pretty quarrel 
be allowed to grow out of the pending negotiations on the subject, itis not 
so far or so safe but that, by force or by fraud, or both, it might pro- 
bably be won. And then all of the continent between British America 
and the Isthmus of Darien, capable of being profitably turned into slave 
territory, would be enclosed within the territory of the United States. 
And whether it would be long after that, before Mexico would cease to 
have a place on the map of the western hemisphere, it is not difficult to 
guess. 

We repeat, that neither the Fugitive Slave Bill, nor the intended 
extension of slavery into new regions, constitutes the great issue now 
pending. The great question of the day is, whether the slave interest 
shall reign paramount in the councils of the nation, and convert the 
American Republic to its purposes. But, even were slavery extension 
all that was to be feared, never was there a time when there was more 
urgent need of the vigilance and activity of the friends of freedom, than 
at this moment. 





In directing the attention of our readers to the Resolution 
of the Edinburgh Emancipation Society, which will be found 


in another part of the Reporter, we may mention that a depu- - 


tation of the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
slavery Society was favoured with a personal interview with 
M. Kossuth, when he was presented with abundant materials 
whereupon to found his judgment of the character of American 
slavery, as well as of slavery and the slave-trade throughout the 
world. We may also mention that we have received information 
of the intention of the Executive Committee of the American and 
Foreign Anti-slavery Society to present M. Kossuth with an 
address, as soon as may be after his arrival in the United States. 





Our readers will be glad to learn that Mr. Seoble, the Secretary 
of the Society, has arrived home in comparative health, after a tour 
ofnearly four months in the United States and Canada, 





' 
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EDINBURGH LADIES’ EMANCIPATION SOCIETY. 





EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE.—- MINUTE OF THE EDINBURGH LADIES’ 
EMANCIPATION SOCIETY, PASSED AT A MEETING HELD sept. 4, 1851. 

Inasmuch as slavery is (as it has been justly described) ‘‘ the sum of 
all villanies,’’ and as the horrors of the system have been afresh revived 
before us in its new operation under the atrocious Fugitive Slave Law 
of America, we deeply deplore the proceedings of the Evangelical Alliance 
in respect to this system—in their having listened, without refutation, to 
a speech from Dr. Baird, of America, in behalf of slaveholders, wherein 
he sought to ally the upholders of this dark system of iniquity with the 
Christians of Britain in an association professedly for the extension of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom on earth; and in their having adopted a report, 
which, though it did not annul the former resolution to exclude slave- 
holders, yet agreed to treat them with undue forbearance, and failed to 
put forth a clear and decided testimony against a system which violates 
every precept of religion and morality, and boldly sets at nought the 

Divine law. 
Exriza WiGHaAM, 


Secretaries. 
Mary McLaren, } 


KOSSUTH’S VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES.—RESOLUTION OF A MEETING 
OF THE EDINBURGH LADIES’ EMANCIPATION SOCIETY, HELD NOV. 6, 
1851. 


Whereas the presence in this country of Louis Kossuth, the friend of 
European liberty, and the prospect of his early departure to America, 
have suggested the conviction that he might prove an important instru- 
ment for the advancement of the cause of the down-trodden and oppressed 
of that land, 

Resolved—That an address be prepared, laying before him the condi- 
tion of the 3,000,000 of slaves in the Southern States of America, and 
appealing to him, as the friend of universal liberty, to exert his influence 
in their behalf. Exviza WiGHAM, Secretary. 


TO THE HONOURABLE LOUIS KOSSUTH, LATE GOVERNOR OF 
HUNGARY. 


Weare members of a Society whose object it is to embrace every oppor- 
tunity to aid the abolition of slavery throughout the world ; and con- 
ceiving the present to be such an opportunity, we venture to address 
you, deeming apology unnecessary, in appealing on behalf of liberty, to 
the acknowledged champion of that great cause. 

We rejoice that you have been, though for so short a period, an 
honoured sojourner on these our shores ; but before you leave them, to 
claim the warm welcome which awaits you on the other side of the 
Atlantic, we feel it incumbent on us to remind you, that in the United 
States of America, where a free home is tendered to you, there exist 
upwards of 3,000,000 of human beings in a state of abject slavery, held 
as property liable to be bought and sold, and to have their family ties 
riven asunder at the will of a taskmaster; while all moral and intellectual 
culture is strictly withheld, under laws which enforce stringent penalties, 
and in some cases even DEATH for teaching slaves to read. Yet, though 
thus degraded to the condition of chattels, the love of liberty is strong in 
the breast of these much-injured beings, and their struggles to attain it, 
through trial, danger, and suffering, are equal to any of which we read; 
but when, through these struggles, they deem that they have secured this 
blessing —when they place their feet on what are called the free States of 
the American Union, instead of receiving the enthusiastic welcome which 
justly greets the hero of European liberty, they are met by a law which 
forbids, by fines and imprisonment, any one to shelter or aid them, and 
enjoins on all to return them at once to their hopeless and cruel bondage, 
in direct contravention of the law of Jehovab, which commands—‘‘ Thou 
shalt not deliver unto his master the servant which is escaped from his 
master unto thee, He shall dwell with thee, even among you, in that 
place which he shall choose in one of thy gates, where it liketh him best; 
thou shalt not oppress him,’’ (Deut. xxiii. 15, 16,) This is a point 
which must, we feel assured, powerfully appeal to the heart of one who is 
himself a fugitive from wrong and despotism, and who can sympathise 
with the crushed hopes and sickening of soul which must be the lot of 
these victims of tyranny and oppression. 

We would, then, humbly entreat you to take advantage of the favour- 
able position in which you will be placed to plead their cause. You, as 
the champion of liberty, will be hailed with enthusiasm by thousands 
who claim to be her most devoted votaries, and among them will be those 
who (with such professions on their lips) yet stand in the position of 
oppressors of their brethren. Oh, then, we beseech you to make use of 
your opportunity to represent to those the degradation and anomaly of 
their position, and to plead with them at once to forsake it by ‘doing 
justly,”” and ‘letting the oppressed go free.’”” We conceive that your 
voice would be endowed with mighty power, and your noble example in 
having released the bondsmen of your own land would be more powerful 
still ! 

It may be deemed needful of apology that those of our sex should come 
before one so prominent in station; but when it is considered that where- 





ever oppression rules, the female portion of the afflicted race suffer in a 
three-fold degree, and that more than a million and a half of our sisters 
endure unexampled cruelty and degradation in the Southern States of 
America, it will surely be forgiven us that we attempt to plead their 
cause. 

In conclusion, allow us once more to entreat, that by your continued 
and consistent advocacy of the rights of men, you may assail oppression 
in every form ; and may the Most High bless and sustain you, and permit 
you to see your reward in the peaceful and joyful enfranchisement, not 
only of your own, but of all the nations of the earth. 

We are, most respectfully, 
The Committee of the Edinburgh Ladies’ Emancipation Society, 


Saran J. WicHaM, President. 
Edinburgh, Nov. 18, 1851. 





UNITED STATES. --KOSSUTH AND COTTON. — PRO- 
SLAVERY DIVINES.—LIBERAL MEDITATIONS. 


The following pungent article is taken from the columns of the New 
York Independent, and is known as the production of the Rey. Henry 
Ward Beecher :— 

The topics of excitement now-a-days follow each other with such 
rapidity that we seem to live in a dream, in which the most astonishing 
conjunctions and the strangest objects no longer surprise. 

Daniel Webster has most emphatically declared that resistance to the 
Fugitive Slave Law is treason. Judge Kane of Pennsylvania has charged 
the jury that the extemporaneous resistance of fugitives and their compeers 
to civil process was treason. President Fillmore has sent marshals with 
patriotic celerity to Syracuse, to arraign for treason all who aided and 
abetted the rendering of a man to his liberty. 

Now it is quite plain that ¢reason is to be plentiful. The prospects of 
harvest were never better. We have felt the symptoms of ripeness our- 
selves. And as treason is a capital offence, and brings a man to hanging, 
it is plain that the Government has work on hand for a while to come. 
Every candidate for such honours, therefore, has a right, we think, to 
insist upon it that if the Government will hang one man for helping 
another to his liberty, they shall at least provide good hemp. It is against 
the law to try a man twice for the same offence. But our hangmen 
sometimes fry twice or three times before they succeed. We have 
prejudices against being hung with a rotten cord. This Southern hemp 
is not strong enough to hold the Union together, if it is not strong enough 
to hold the weight of one traitor. Why not drop hemp entirely (as it 
drops its victims), and try cotton? Cotton politics and cotton theology 
have caught the wind as well as cotton sails. Why not cotton cordage? 
If cotton cordage is half as good for hanging traitors as cotton theology 
and cotton patriotism are for making them, hemp ought to be suspended. 
Won’t the Union Committee try it? Some of them, who have been the 
most intimate with cotton, have suspended ; but ought they not to hang 
in suspense? If any of them have a mind to try it, we will intercede for 
the other conveniences requisite, so that they shall be at no expense. 
But every consideration requires that they should use cotton. Judas 
tried hemp, and the rope broke. We trust that they will so far deviate 
from his interesting experiment of selling his Master at a bargain, 
as not to throw away the thirty pieces of silver, and not to try hemp. 
Give us the money, for the relief of fugitive slaves, and take good cotton 
for halters! and if they love their country, do let them take cotton that 
won’t break ! 

We begin to have a penchant for treason, That is getting to be a gentle- 
manly affair. There, for example, are the Irish traitors—noble fellows, 
guilty of not loving oppression! There are our ancestral traitors— 
Adams, Warren, Jay, Washington, and others, whom the British 
Government, at one time, was intent upon hanging, as our friends 
at Washington now are upon hanging Christiana and Syracuse 
traitors. Then, Poland has had multitudes of traitors, and the Czar of 
Russia has tucked them away by hundreds under the snow-wreaths of 
Siberia! We recollect some few historic names of eminent traitors in 
England, in the day of the struggle of men for liberty. Italy has her 
traitors, too—Achilli, Mazzini, and others. And Austria—why, she has 
races and nations of traitors! She exports them, All England is agog 
just now at the arrival of the world’s most illustrious modern traitor, 
Louis Kossuth! And he goes from his den at Kutahyia in a steam-frigate 
of this traitor-hating Government of the United States! What—import- 
ing traitors! Wéillit not interfere with home manufacture? Our enter- 
prise in this branch of domestic industry is recent, and in a very precarious 
state. Is it right to glut our market with superior traitors from abroad ? 
and especially, ought the Government to have a hand in this branch of 
commerce ? ' 

We suppose great celebrations are at hand for this illustrious Hungarian 
traitor. We have no scruples in joining any procession. Indeed, we 
would more gratefully prize the privilege of adding something to the joy, 
or soothing the nobly borne and heroic griefs of Louis Kossuth, than of any 
single man of modern days! He is a traitor, quite to our conceptions of 
patriotism. A hatredof oppression in every form, a love of liberty which 
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is as strong as life itself, and a willingness to suffer, to labour and endure, in favour of obeying the Fugitive Slave Law, and to turn down leaves upon 
to the uttermost, and even to die for the sake of achieving the one for our | the most salutary passages; such as this in Dr. Lord’s sermon (‘‘ Union 


country, and destroying the other, is just our idea of Patriotism. 

But we know that we are singular. It is but frank to state, many of 
our most venerated clergymen, who were ordained of God to teach men 
to ridicule God’s law when it comes in conflict with men’s laws—differ 
from us. Of course, they will refuse to take part in any ovation of 
Kossuth. 

What an absurdity would it be for those reverend men who acted as 
chaplains, on a Saturday night, to a Union Committee Safety dinner given 
to Senator Foote (more familiarly known whilom as Hangman Foote),—not 
so much because he deserved the halter for his senatorial pugilism, as from 
the fact of his declaring in his place, in the presence of the full Senate of 
these United States, that he would help to hang another U. 8S. senator, 
Mr. Hale, upon the first tree, if he had him in Mississippi—for the crime 
of free speech in behalf of liberty! Senator Foote being the hero, the 
celebration of the Union saved by the Fugitive Slave Law being the 
occasion, several of our most aged and eloquent clergy graced the table 
with their presence, and amid the artillery of champagne they congratu- 
lated their country upon such salvation as Union Committees worked out. 

Now, let us suppose that a committee of clergymen should be deputed 
to wait upon the illustrious exile (whose traitorous effigy has just been 
haltered and hung, at home!) Of course we should select those who 
have most pointedly inveighed against the doctrine of Higher Law. Dr. 
Dewey, Dr. Taylor, Dr. Spencer, Dr. Spring, Dr. Lord—could a better 
committee be desired ? 

During the quarantine of two days which our Government has ordered 
at Staten Island, we may imagine that it is the purpose of our excellent 
rulers to cleanse away all inward taint of treason, as well as outward con- 
tamination of plague, from the ‘illustrious exile. We will imagine that 
the days are to be divided between the Church and the State. Our 
clerical commitee would without doubt cast a shade of awe over the 
abashed hero, as they marched into the cabin of the steam frigate Mis- 
sissippi—(the State of repudiation and Senator Foote !)—each one bearing 
a presentation copy of his sermon or speech on the Fugitive Slave Law. 
The oldest clergyman now approaches Kossuth, and welcomes him to this 
land of liberty and equality. Its blessings are described—the statistics 
of our prosperity are briefly given. ‘‘ All these things,’’ says the excellent 
spokesman, ‘‘ we owe under God to our liberty. No people can thrive 
while ground by oppression.’?’ This happy laudation of liberty being 
done, the gentlemen proceed to question his notions of law and govern- 
ment, patriotism and treason. 

** Does your Excellency believe that slavery is a sin per se? Do you 
not regard it as a patriarchal institution tolerated by Jehovah, not abro- 
gated by Christ, and if properly used, a beneficent arrangement for the 
blacks ? ’’ 

M. Kossuth (being perhaps more used lately to the sword than to theo- 
logy) may be supposed to be a little confused, and rather evades so 
unsavory a catechism. 

But our good divines are too expert in examining candidates in theo- 
logy in all the nice distinctions into which Truth has been split up, to be 
easily dodged. And so Dr. 8. says plainly, ‘‘ Would you, Sir, if, by 
uttering the prayer for it, you could release every slave in America 
to-morrow, dare to utter such a prayer ?’’ 

‘‘ That I should, very quickly,’’ responds the illustrious catechumen, 
a little off his guard by the directness of the question. The divines nudge 
each other. There is business on hand. 

*¢ Do you believe that a slave has a right to run away from his master ?’’ 

‘¢ Do you mean to inquire by this question, gentlemen, whether I have 
done right in running away from the service of the Emperor of Austria ?’’ 

‘*No, Sir, oh no. You are a white man. Perhaps we ought to put the 
question a little more explicitly. Do you believe a black man, held to 
slavery in South Carolina, has any right to run away ?”’ 

The English tongue being yet a little new, Mr. Kossuth does not 
exactly know what South Carolina is, (an ignorance, perhaps, of which 
her own citizens somewhat partake,) and supposing that it is the name of 
some prison, or government galley, answers, that ‘ if a man is imprisoned 
for crime, he thinks that he ought to work his sentence out, whether he 
is white or black.’’ 

‘¢ Do you think, when a man is flying for his liberty, that any one has a 
right to help him off?’’ 

‘¢Ohcertainly Ido. I quite agree with your Government, gentlemen, 
who have kindly provided me this noble steamer wherewith to escape the 
Emperor of Austria.’’ 

‘¢ But, do you think, if a fugitive is arrested, that it is right for men to 
conspire together for his release, against the express laws of his native 
land ?”’ 

‘* Ah, gentlemen, you are quite familiar with my case. I perceive that 
you allude to my extradition from Kutahyia, against the edict of the 
Emperor of Austria! I quite agree with you, gentlemen, that the Turks 
did a noble thing.’”’ 

By this time the venerated doctors whisper a moment in consultation, 
and conclude to leave a copy each of their several sermons and addresses 








Safety Committee ’’ edition, p. 6.) ‘‘To plead a Higher law to justify 
disobedience to a human law, the subject-matter of which is within the 
cognizance of the State, is to reject the authority of God himself, who has 
committed to Governments the power and authority which they exercise 
in civil affairs.’’ Asa slave is by our laws defined to be a chattel, to be 
completely in the power of his master; as our laws give to the master the 
right to treat his female slaves as he will; to separate families, sell the 
children in one direction and the parents in the other; as our civil laws 
protect the master in the right of sending his own blood to market 
mingled with his slaves—it is not strange that Kossuth, on reading the 
passage, quite failed to see its practical drift, and thought that it was a 
hint to him to be an obedient citizen when he should have settled down. 


Dr. Spencer called his attention by a dog’s-eared leaf to the doctrine 
(on page 17,) ‘* A man has no right to fling away his life for a mere senti- 
ment, and leave his wife a widow, or his gray-haired parents without a 
son to solace them.’’ This is a part of the statement that citizens have 
no right to resist Government until there is a good prospect of success. 
Upon this passage Kossuth ponders; and, as he walks up and down his 
now deserted cabin, he soliloquises: ‘‘ As if the greatest achievements of 
the world were not in their inception gloomy and cheerless to all usual 
methods of estimation. It is the heart determined to die—it is that 
courage which cries out ‘ give me liberty, or give me death ;’ it is that 
nobleness of nature that scorns to accept life as a burden of disgrace, and 
hastens to lay it down as a sacrifice to liberty; in short, it is that sublime 
and heroic determination of great souls to vindicate man’s manhood, 
living or dying, that ever gives success! Every Hungarian that has fallen 
is a tongue of liberty in the world. Between the Russian Bear and the 
Austrian Snake, there was but little hope of victory for their native land. 
But though Hunfary has lost her best sons, the world has gained them. 
They stand up above all division lines of States, and inspire men every- 
where with hatred to oppression and a determination to be free. No, it 
is the mark of a coward to be afraid to strike until he is sure of victory 
—until he has calculated the profit and loss, and has a safe commercial 
prospect of gaining! It is the very mark, in all ages, of a MAN, that he 
is willing to die for a sentiment !” 

On their way back to the city, our clerical examiners held a grave con- 
sultation. ‘‘ Well, Iam disappointed, for one. Mr. Kossuth is not so 
intelligent a man as I supposed. He is somewhat inclined to fanaticism.’’ 
‘¢ It is not to be expected that with his limited knowledge of republican 
government he should have discriminating views of the doctrines of 
liberty. We must remember that he is but a Magyar; and a recent pro- 
selyte to liberty—‘ a new broom sweeps clean.’”’ ‘‘ Yes, this broom 
sweeps clean enough! I regard his views to be nothing short of flat 
higher law nonsense!’’ ‘* Gentlemen, let us not be too desponding. We 
may hope that a little reflection will convince Mr. Kossuth that cireum- 
stances alter cases ;—a little dining out, a free intercourse with our public 
functionaries ; a better knowledge of the state of things here, and on 
which side his bread is buttered ;—one or two visits from distinguished 
statesmen—these, with the documents which we have left, will probably 
soon change him from a blind Magyar patriot, into an American patriot : 
—two very different species, you know. Stranger changes than that have 
taken place. How long did it take to change you, Dr, ? How 
long did it take you, Brother ——~, to come round? Why, half the men 
in the nation that now stand right on the slavery question, a year or two 
ago believed in the doctrines of human liberty to the full extent. That 
sentence in the Declaration of Independence, ‘that all men are born 
free,’ &c., has done more mischief than the whole instrument ever did 
good! ‘Well, brethren, let us remember Kossuth in our prayers !’’—and 
upon this they separated. 

If this visit to the illustrious traitor whose higher law doctrines had 
brought revolution, bloodshed and defeat to Hungary, and immortal 
glory to himself and all his confederates, was awkward to our lower law 
divines, it was yet more ticklish to our Government folks! We may sup- 
pose several cabinet councils were held. The President may be supposed to 
have submitted the question thus :—‘‘ Gentlemen, it is not to be disguised 
that we are called to act in circumstances of peculiar delicacy. We must 
sympathise with the doctrines of liberty in such a way as not to disturb 
the rights of slavery. Mr. Kossuth has evidently headed a revolutionary 
movement, and has claimed the right to do so on the ground of mere natural 





rights, and upon sentiments of duty. While we acquiesce in these general - 


views, it must be delicately handled, or we shall seem to stand upon higher 
law doctrine; and we ought to have as little to do with God as possible. 
I regard it, too, as a little awkward that Mr, Kossuth has just been hung 
in effigy at Pesth for a traitor. We are just now experimenting on so 
many traitors, that it may lead to unsavory comparisons. I have there- 
fore assembled you, gentlemen, to lay before you the question, How we 
shall receive Kossuth without recognising the great principles on which he 
stands ; for it is plain that if we accept his principles we cannot hold on 
to our own.”’ 

Thereupon an animated discussion was held. One gentleman thought 
that it would be policy to say so much of Kossuth, that nobody would 
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think of them. The Secretary of the Navy was of opinion that statesmen 
and their principles were like ships and their armament ; there must be a 
set for each side, besides a few revolving guns set in the middle, and 
turning with equal facility in every direction. 

The Secretary of the Army thought it a plain case. ‘‘ A statesman’s 
real principles are mere heavy artillery, stocked in forts, and never to be 
used unless the enemy attacked the fort. But there was another set of 
principles to be used in the field—light horse, skirmishers, and flying 
artillery. Now, gentlemen, I take it that Conscience and Right, and 
that sort of argument, are heavy guns, not to be used twice in a century. 
But obedience to law, and patriotism, and the duty of all citizens to keep 
the Compromises, these are light artillery, dashing about here and there, 
wheeling, twisting, firing or retreating, just as the exigency of the field 
requires ! ’’ 

The Secretary of the Treasury ‘* was of opinion that the case was 
difficult only in theory. In practice he apprehended the thing might be 
operated successfully. You see, gentlemen, just now, that conscience, and 
old-fashioned patriotism, and higher law, are non-interest paying stocks, 
and our fancy doctrines rule the market. A few out-siders have invested 
largely in the old securities ; but I think we have cornered them. There 
never was a nimbler market for fancies than now. Just combine, give 
the old stocks another push down, rush the fancies a notch or two up, and 
then, just before the reaction comes, why we'll sell out, and make a clean 
profit on the speculation.”’ 

The Secretary of State, who had looked remarkably heavy at the 
announcement of the business, gradually cheered up as these counsellors 
proceeded, and by the time that the dozen bottles had been uncorked he 
was ready. ‘‘ Gentlemen, union is indispensable in such a case as this. 
If I have been able to render some slight service to my country in 
former days, I shall not be found wanting in such a crisis. This country 
must be saved. We must therefore praise Kossuth, aa praise America, 
and praise liberty, and say as little about principle as possible. Gentle- 
men, I have thoroughly explored this whole question. It is quite possible 
for us to take both sides, and to use both sides. We must believe in 
liberty. We must believe in Government too. Men haverights; but so 
have masters. Men must obey their consciences; but they must obey 
the laws too. If there is any disagreement between these things, it is 
not for us to go into such abstractions. It is mere metaphysics. Gen- 
tlemen, no man is complete without many sides—myriad-minded men. 
I have many sides, you have many sides; all public men have many sides. 
It is a wise Providence that has ordered it. Let us receive Kossuth on 
the front side. Gentlemen, let liberty, for the occasion, take—the other 
side.’’ 

As the schedule of arrangements has not been published, it would be 
premature to say whether the deeds and speeches on the occasion of 
Kossuth’s reception are to conform to their counsel. 








UNITED STATES.—ALLEGED DANGER FROM TEACHING 
SLAVES TO READ THE BIBLE. 


In more than one of the States of the United States, the penalty for 
teaching a slave to read is imprisonment in the Penitentizr;; and in 
the State of Virginia, for a second offence, the penalty of death is 
awarded. In other States, various means are employed to punish 
offenders ; in some cases, by forcible expulsion, and in others by indict- 
ment for committing a public nuisance. It would appear, however, 
that in the State of Tennessee a little more forbearance has been practised ; 
but at length the evil has presented itself as so formidable and dangerous, 
that immediate steps are demanded in order to arrest its progress. 
One of the papers of the city of Memphis thus adverts to the subject :— 

‘** We have been informed, on the most reliable authority, of the exist- 
ence in this city of a certain kind of Sabbath schools, under the super- 
intendence of citizens of Memphis, which calls for immediate investiga- 
tion. We are informed that, at these schools, s/aves are regularly taught 
to read. However humane and honourable may be the motives of those 
who superintend these schools, we cannot consider it in any other light 
than as striking a direct blow at ¢he institution itself, as well as at the 
peace and security of Southern society. What is the fundamental maxim 
which lies at the basis of American republicanism, and which is to be found 
in every discussion of the theory of free government? It is, that history 
and philosophy attest the truth that enlightened man cannot be enslaved. 
At least, it is a truth which no one can deny, that an enlightened man 
cannot be a contented slave. These schools are in direct violation of 
these fundamental maxims, and are preparing the way, if not for the 
overthrow of the institution, at least for the endangering of the tranquil- 
lity of our society. Educate the slave—teach but a few to read—or as 
some advocates of the system might say, to read the Bible, and you have 
already laid the train for the most momentous consequences. It will not 
stop at the mere reading of the Scriptures, but it will gradually, slowly, 
but certainly, lead to a degree of literary education which will be found 
incompatible with the present happy security of the fabric of our social 
system. To read is the first step in the education of all. It opens at 
once the boundless fields which the human mind has explored in science, 
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arts, and government. It is the key to all knowledge, and opens the 
avenue to the utmost verge of human thought. It is absurd to say that 
you merely teach the reading of the Bible. If it stopped there, there 
could be no objection, for the slave would there learn that he is in his 
present social stale by the decree of God. But the vast, momentous, 
and unforeseen consequences which will flow from teaching him to read a 
single book, are such as cannot be contemplated without anxiety, both 
for his race and for those who were born to command them and are 
stamped with the seal of power by the God of the universe.”’ 

Such is one of the awful accompaniments of a state of slavery, that to 
learn to read the Word of God, or to teach another to read it, is a criminal 
offence. And such is the system which calls for and obtains the sanction 
and support of large numbers of the professed ministers of Christ. 

The National Era, in reviewing the above, gave utterance to senti- 
ments which were exceedingly unpalatable to his Southern contemporary, 
which, in return, called forth the following rejoinder :— 

‘The writer in the Era, in replying to this article, rests his whole 
reply on the artful plea that we object to slaves being taught to read the 
Bible. Our argument was against their being taught to read—against 
their receiving a literary education. It is absurd to say you only teach 
them to read the Bide, when you thus give them the key of all literature 
and science. The Z£ra says we have dispelled the illusion that slavery is 
in accordance with Christianity. This is another open perversion. W® 
expressly said, ‘ let them by all means receive religious instruction. That 
will render them more faithful, more virtuous, and more happy, and will 
reveal to them that they are slaves, not only by nature, but by the revealed 
will of Divinity. But let that religious and moral instruction be given 
ORALLY, and in no other way.’ The same reply will serve for the per- 
version that our article was in disregard of the Divine injunction, ‘ Search 
the Scriptures.’ Let their education then be oral, and not literary. The 
latter, we repeat, strikes at the ‘ peace and security of Southern society.’ 

‘‘ Those citizens of Memphis who superintend these schools will find 
that their enterprise is encouraged by abolitionism. That fell fiend, 


which has threatened the stability of this Union, which would rejoice to 


behold the South a second San Domingo, looks with smiles upon a practice 
which they regard as one of the means of sapping the social system of the 
South. Well may men pause to consider, when they receive encourage- 
ment from such a quarter, Well may they and the people ask the 
fearful question, are they not giving aid and comfort to abolitionism ? 
That they are, is too clear for argument, however humane and honourable 
may be their motives. We raise our voices against the dangerous prac- 
tice, and we hope that public sentiment, if the law cannot be invoked, 
will bring it to a speedy termination. Such a school, we are informed, 
existed in this community several years ago; but public sentiment 
revolted at it, and the Grand Jury presented it as a public nuisance. If 
this one which now exists cannot be reached by legal process, we shall 
advocate the most stringent enactments on the subject, by the present 
Legislature. In one or two Southern States, to teach slaves to read, isa 
Penitentiary offence. Viewing it as striking at the institution of slavery, 
and knowing it to be encouraged by the Abolitionists for the purpose of 
aiding in the accomplishment of their foul and incendiary schemes, we 
hope that the Legislature will pass equally stringent laws, and punish the 
offence with equal severity.’’ 

‘*As we are disposed to act fairly,’’ says the National Era, ‘the 
Appeal has the benefit of our columns, to correct what it deems a misre- 
presentation. But, surely, this explanation is as bad as the original 
article. The Appeal takes the strongest possible ground against educating 
slaves. They must not be taught to read the Bible, for if you teach them 
this much, ‘ you give them the key of all literature and science’—and 
‘ history and philosophy,’ it asserts in a former article, ‘ attest the truth 
that enlightened men cannot be enslaved.’ 

‘* Reading, the ideas that would be gained by reading, the mental activity 
and development and intellectual self-reliance it would produce, would lead 
to their elevation and enfranchisement, and therefore ought to be prohibited. 
Not so with oral ‘ instruction ;’ ‘ that will render them more faithful, more 
virtuous, and more happy.’ How, think you? It ‘will reveal to them 
that they are slaves, not only by nature, but by the revealed will of 
Divinity!’ Exactly so--that is the key to the policy of all enemies of 
the freedom of man. Oral instructors of all slaves, chattel, political, or 
spiritual, will take good care to make this revelation, and to keep 
back the ‘oracles of God’ from the inspection of their disciples, who 
might find therein another revelation. 

‘* The Appeal seems to be under the impression that Abolitionists favour 
the education of slaves. It is not far out of the way. We are really 
inclined to think that the more ideas a man has, and the higher his sphere 
of thought, the better for soul and body, for time and eternity. We go 
for educating all men, so that all men may be fit for freedom; for if 
Luther and Milton, Calvin and Sydney, Wesley and Jefferson, to say 
nothing of a greater than all these, are to be believed, men are far safer 
in their own keeping than in that of despotic priests or masters. 

‘‘ The appeal to the people of Memphis to put down Sunday schools for 
slaves, because Abolitionists are pleased-with them, is very reasonable. 
Abolitionists are always pleased when slaveholders treat their slaveg 
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kindly—a capital reason, we suppose, why ‘they should inflict ‘eruelties | « 
upon them. Abolitionists, too, are quite favourable to freedom of 
speech and of the press, which is certainly conclusive evidence that the 
South should not tolerate a free press or free speech. 

‘‘The Appeal invokes ‘public sentiment’ against these schools — it 
would have them indicted as ‘ nuisances’—or, everything else failing, it 
would have a law passed, making it a Penitentiary offence to teach 
a slave to read; and yet it claims membership in the great Democratic 
party, the party of freedom and progress, whose fundamental maxim is 
‘equal and exact justice to all men!’ If it be Democracy to put one 
man in the Penitentiary for teaching another his a-b—ab, then are the 
editors of the Memphis Appeal glorious Democrats.”’ 








AN ADDRESS TO THE COLOURED INHABITANTS OF 
NORTH AMERICA. 

The following Address was prepared at the request of the North 
American Coloured Convention :— 

Dear Brethren,-The Committee appointed to prepare this address 
would most respectfully, earnestly, but very briefly call your attention to 
several topics, which to them appear of the most vital importance to the 
general well-being of our people. 

In the first place, let it be borne in mind that we are an oppressed and 
much-degraded people; not in Canada, thank Heaven! nor by the laws 
of Great Britain, for under this Government we bave no reason to com- 
plain, as here, and here only, we participate in all the rights and privi- 
leges which other men enjoy. But, on the other hand, was ever any 
class or portion of the human family so persecuted and oppressed as the 
coloured inhabitants of the United States of America? Nearly the entire 
population of our people in that country are held and treated as slaves 
by Church and State, notwithstanding that they proclaim theoretically to 
the world,—and even keep the proclamation standing at the head of their 
national text-book,—that ‘‘ all men are created equal, and endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights, and that among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 

This political or practical falsehood looks well on paper, and strikes 
harmoniously on the American ear, especially on the 4th day of July; 
but it sounds like base hypocrisy to every coloured American who knows 
that under the same Government three millions and a half of his race are 
tyrannically robbed of their manhood. While this is the case, those who 
are nominally fre> will be little better off, in point of fact, than those who 
are actually slaves; for let it be remembered, that there can be no real 
freedom in the land while the great body of our people are held in 
slavery. We have, therefore, all one common interest at stake, which is 
the abolition of slavery, and the mutual improvement of our people. 
Let us then be united in sentiment and in action upon this work, until it is 
accomplished. It is emphatically a moral duty which God requires at 
our hand,—He requires that we should ‘remember those in bonds as 
bound with them,’ and we shall have yet to come to that point. Too 
long, brethren, have we been conniving at our own oppression, by leaving 
the work which we should have done in the hands of others; by not 
giving our testimony at all proper times, and under all favourable circum- 
stances, against slaveholding ; by not doing our part in sustaining either 
the pulpit or the press, which have faithfully vindicated our cause before 
the public; by not giving countenance to anti-slavery meetings, and by 
throwing off responsibilities which rightfully belonged to us; by imitating 
our oppressors in vanity and extravagance in dress, &c., which is unbe- 
coming and impracticable; and finally, by neglecting to educate ourselves 
and children, which is the most essential step to our moral and intellec- 
tual advancement. Only let this effectually be done, and our great object 
is more than half accomplished. 

With the map, and the history of human bondage before us, we are led 
to believe that the abolition of American slavery is now in the hands of 
the people of colour in North America. Not that we would have the 
true-hearted abolitionists, who have stood by us in the darkest hours of 
adversity, to cease their efforts until the work is done; but we should be 
found standing in the front ranks of the battle, until our kinsmen 
according to the flesh are disenthralled. Men who have had to contend 
against ‘‘ fearful odds,’’ and who have received succour in the hour of 
peril, should certainly be the first to fly to the rescue when the oppressed 
and afflicted are crying out for deliverance. 

The history of the oppressed, in all ages of the world, plainly shows 
that they have emerged from degradation to social and political equality 
with their oppressors, only in proportion to their own exertious in their 
own cause. In the emphatic language of the poet :— 

“ Hereditary bondsmen ! know ye not, 
Who would be free, himself must strike the blow ?” 

We have dwelt much on the subject of American slavery, because we 
consider it a matter of the greatest importance. 
block in the way of our social and political advancement, and it is also 
the main key which locks the door against our general improvement. 
But, notwithstanding, we believe, as long as American slavery exists, 
an impetus will be given to the exertions of the liberated few, which will 
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cause them to rise in general intelligence, and enable them to realise 
a like elevation for the whole race. 

We have already said that the destiny of slavery is in the hands of our 
people in North America, and the time has now fully come when we 
should apply the remedy ; but let us first look and calculate what is our 
relative strength in the United States; and secondly, see how we can 
most effectually bring it to bear on the great objects which we have in 
view. 

In the Northern and Southern States there are about 700,000 free people 
of colour. In the Southern States there are about 3,500,000 slaves, while 
the slavcholders number about 250,000. Should the slaves rise to a man, 
and demand their freedom at the hands of their oppressors, and say that 
they would no longer work without wages—that they would no longer 
suffer their wives and children to be lacerated by cruel slave-drivers, or 
allow them to be sold apart as cattle in the market, how long would 
slavery last? It would be abolished in even less than a single day, were 
it not that the strong arm of the whole American Government is under a 
pledge to keep the slave in his chains. Three millions and a half of men, 
armed with the righteous cause of freedom, and the God of Justice on 
their side, against two hundred and fifty thousand tyrants, could sweep 
them like chaff before the wind. It is the knowledge of this fact that 
causes the slaveholders and their supporters to dread the increase of the 
free people of colour—that induces State after State to pass laws prohi- 
biting their settlement—that causes them to interfere with the private 
right of individuals to emancipate their slaves—and that systematically 
organises plans for transporting men from the land of their nativity to 
Liberia. But we have great reason to thank God, that notwithstanding 
the gross ignorance of our people, very few of them can be gulled into 
that scheme of prejudice and deception. We know that the great battle 
between freedom and slavery is to be fought on this continent, and not in 
Africa. Our oppressors seek to divide our forces by inducing the most 
energetic of our brethren, by deceptive promises, to embark for a distant 
shore. We wish our friends to understand this trick of the slaveholders, 
as we disapprove of the scheme in fofo. 

If we are asked, then, where shall we go, or what is to be the remedy— 
whether it is to be moral or physical force? We say to our brethren, 
Be patient,—enter into no conspiracy for the shedding of human blood, — 
not only because of the improbability of your success against the Govern- 
ment of the United States in such contest, but because it is contrary to 
the will of God ; because we believe that there is a better way; because 
we know that we have truth and justice on our side, and ‘‘ the weapons 
of our warfare should not be carnal, but mighty, through God, to thé 
pulling down of the strongholds’? of human bondage; and we shall 
pursue a course that will secure the approbation of Him who is greater 
than all that can be against us. We give our unqualified verdict in favour 
of self-emancipation, for we have authority from the Inspired Volume, 
which says—‘‘ If ye are persecuted in one city, flee away to another.’’ 
We believe it to be an indispensable duty that every ‘‘ hereditary bonds- 
man’’ owes to himself, first to run away from slavery, and to carry off 
with him whatever may be necessary to effect his escape. 

2nd. That he should go with a determination never to be re-captured 
and carried back into bondage alive. If the man of blood is on his trail, 
let the fugitve exert himself to the utmost in baffling the skill of the 
hunter ; if his efforts prove fruitless, then, we say, let him stand at bay 
and boldly face his pursuers, for it would be more glorious for such an 
one to die in defence of his own liberty, than to be carried back into per- 
petual slavery. Self-preservation is the first impulse of nature; and if 
there is any cause in which a person can be justified inshedding blood, 
it must be when it is shed in the defence of liberty. 

3rd. It is inexpedient in the extreme for such persons to stop short of 
Canada or the West Indies, where the soil is untainted with human 
slavery, and where the fugitive is protected in the enjoyment of liberty by 
one of the most powerful Governments on the globe. 

4th. We recommend a thorough reorganisation of the free people of 
colour, and their friends in the States, in Canada, in the West Indies, 
and in England, to facilitate the escape of refugees from American slavery, 
and also to advance their social, moral, political, and intellectual improve- 
ment. 

As we regard education as being one of the most important items con- 
nected with our destiny, and as it is more dreaded by the slaveholders 
than bowie-knives or pistols, we therefore recommend, that there should 
be no time nor opportunity lost in educating the people of colour. Let 
there be put into the hands of the refugee, as soon as he crosses Mason 
and Dixon’s Line, the Spelling-book. Teach him to read and write in- 
telligibly, and the slaveholder won’t have him on his plantation among his 
slaves. It is emphatically the most effectual protection to personal or 
political liberty with which the human family can be armed. 

For the carrying out of the above, and other kindred objects connected 
with our destiny, your Committee would strongly recommend the forma- 
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by the community at large, but enable it to accomplish something for the 
elevation of our race. One prominent object should be to purchase large 
tracts of land in Canada and Jamaica, with agricultural implements, and 
to establish farms throughout those colonies, as far as it may be practica- 
ble, for the purpose of encouraging industry among refugees from 
American slavery, and other persons of colour who may be disposed to 
become owners and tillers of the soil. 

In order to become members of such an Association, and to raise the 
necessary means to carry on such an enterprise, let the initiation fee be 
five dollars, and the stock be divided into shares of fifty dollars each, to be 
paid in ten annual instalments, and the money to be deposited in the Bank 
of Upper Canada, subject to the order of an Executive Committee of the 
Association. Such an organisation would give a new impulse to the 
“‘ Under-ground Railroad,’’ and give profitable employment to thousands of 
coloured persons who never aspire higher than to be hewers of wood and 
drawers of water for the white man. 

Let one thousand out of the thirty thousand refugees in Canada unite 
with such an Association, within one year from this day, and it will give 
us a fund of 5,000 dollars capital to commence with. 

Let the State of New York, with her 60,000 free coloured inhabitants, 
unite with us by adding 2,000 members within one year, and we should 
have 10,000 dollars to work with, and so could other States do likewise. 
How much this would gladden the fugitive’s heart, even to hear of such 
an organisation located in Canada; and what man of colour will say that 
this is not a desirable object ? Who among us will pretend to say that it 
is impracticable? Who will say that we have not the ability to carry it 
out? ‘‘ Where there is a will there is a way.”’ 

We cannot close without referring to the Refugee’s Home Society 
in Michigan, which is now making an effort in connexion with the 
Fugitives’ Union Society, of Sandwich, Canada West, for the purpose of 
settling fugitives in Canada on land. They are aiming to purchase 
50,000 acres of land, to be divided.into twenty-five acre lots, to be sold 
to actual settlers at cost, &c. Their object is a noble one, and they are 
succeeding well. Too much praise cannot be awarded to them for what 
they are doing for the fugitive. 

In conclusion, brethren, let us remember the great responsibility that 
rests upon the free people of colour. Every refugee in Canada is a repre- 
sentative of the millions of our brethren who are still held in bondage; and 
the eye of the civilised world is looking down upon us to see whether we 
can take care of ourselves or not. If our conduct is moral and upright, 
in spite of all the bad training we have had, it will reflect credit on our- 
selves, and encourage our friends in what they are doing for our elevation. 
But if, on the other hand, it should be seen, that under a free Govern- 
ment, where we have all our political and social rights, without regard to 
our colour, and where we are permitted to sit under the sanctuary of 
God, ‘‘ where there is none daring to molest us or make us afraid,’’ and 
where we are supported by the prayers and sympathies of all good men, 
we should prove ourselves to be incapable of self-government, it would 
bring down reproach and disgrace upon the whole race with which we are 
connected, and would be used as an argument against emancipation. The 
slaveholders’ predictions would be pronounced true, and society would con- 
sider the whole of us unfit for the enjoyment of liberty. How important 
it is, then, that we should each and all feel our responsibility and conduct 
ourselves accordingly. 





JAMAICA.—FALMOUTH ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


Notwithstanding the extreme inclemency of the weather, a large and 
respectable meeting was held on Tuesday, the 14th of October last, in the 
spacious Baptist Chapel, for the purpose of establishing a “‘ Trelawney 
Auxiliary to the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society.”’ 

After the usual preliminaries of a religious assembly, J. A. Vine, Esq., 
was voted to the chair. 

The meeting—on the moving and seconding of the several resolutions— 
unanimously adopted them; and a collection amounting to £7 13s. was 
made—Z£1 of which was subscribed by a labourer. We much regret that 
we are unable to give a full report of the proceedings, which secured 
an unflagging interest to the termination; we can only add, that the 
deepest sympathy on behalf of the oppressed was excited, and that 
the expectations of the audience were not disappointed by the hearty, 
plain, and demonstrative speeches of the various philanthropists who 
spoke to the resolutions,—which we now append : 


Moved by the Rev. Thomas Hands, second by the Rev. Joseph Web- 
ster, and supported by the Rev. G. R. Henderson :— 


‘* That the system of slavery under which millions of our fellow-men 
are stolen, hunted, bought and sold—deprived of natural rights, of 
mental culture, and of social enjoyment—doomed to uncompensated toil, 
tortured into compliance with every unrighteous demand, and deprived of 
the means of grace and salvation-~is hateful to God, and in the highest 
degree injurious to man; and that our utmost efforts as friends of 
humanity and religion are required to put down and destroy it.’’ 

Moved by the Rev. T. Curtis, seconded by H. Benaim, Esq., and 
supported by the Rev. W. R. Rycroft, missionary from Turk’s Island :— 





“‘That it is to be deeply deplored that any portion of the Christian 
church should in any degree participate in the maintenance of slavery, 
and more especially that nearly 700,000 slaves should be held by persons 
professing themselves Christians, who thus practically despise the Divine 
injunction, ‘ Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them;’ and that it is the duty of other churches, and individua 
Christians, solemnly to protest against this crying sin of their brethren, and 
to endeavour by every practicable means to induce them to abandon it.” 


-Moved by the Rev. Mr. Gay, and seconded by Mr. Milbourne :— 


‘That a Society be now formed, to be designated ‘ The Trelawney 
Auxiliary Anti-slavery Society ;’ the object of which shall be to assist 
the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society in London, in its efforts to 
put an end to slavery in every part of the world, and which shall be 
under the management of a committee, with a secretary and treasurer ; 
and also, that it is highly desirable that branch Societies should be formed 
throughout the parish, for the purpose of co-operating with this Society 
in seeking to accomplish the objects of the anti-slavery cause.”’ 

Moved by the Rev. Mr. Fray, and seconded by Mr. Tunmer :— 

‘¢ That the ministers and other friends named below shall be the com- 
mittee for the ensuing year, with full power to add to their number ; 
namely, Rev. Messrs. Curtis, Webster, Gay, G. R. Henderson, and Fray, 
and Messrs. Vine, Milbourne, Benaim, Tunmer, Crooks, Dixon, and 
Kitchen ; and that the Rev. R. Gay be the secretary, and T. Milbourne, 
Esq., the treasurer.’’—Public Advertiser, Falmouth, Oct. 16. 


CHINESE IMMIGRATION TO BRITISH GUIANA. 


At a meeting of the Court of Policy, held on the 14th of October last, 
the following resolution was proposed by Mr. Rose, and unanimously 
agreed to, viz. :— 


‘‘That it is the opinion of this Court, that the sum of fifty thousand 
pounds sterling, as part of the Parliamentary loan of two hundred 
and fifty thousand pounds, should be applied to the introduction of 
Chinese immigrants. 

‘¢ That this Court requests his Excellency the Governor will be pleased 
to take the necessary steps for obtaining the sanction of Her Majesty’s 
Government for the introduction of Chinese immigrants into this colony.’’ 

At a previous meeting of the same Court, the following important com- 
munication from Mr. White, the immigration agent, dated Macao, 21st 
June, 1851, to the Governor, was read, and ordered to be published. 


PRELIMINARY INQUIRIES. 


‘*T presented to the Governor of Hong Kong, Sir Geo. S. Bonham, 
letters of introduction from Earl Grey and Lord Palmerston, and I have 
received from his Excellency every facility he could afford me. 

‘¢ My first intention was to have remained a few days at Penang and 
Singapore, where large numbers of Chinese are engaged in the cultivation 
of sugar and of spices ; but I found that this would have occasioned con- 
siderable delay by losing the direct steamer for China, and I thought it 
better to proceed at once to my destination. It may, however, be desirable 
to have some information with regard to the system pursued towards the 
Chinese as labourers in those colonies, and with regard to their habits 
and feelings as English colonists, and I shall remain there a few days on 
my return from China. 

‘‘T have been in communication with gentlemen long resident in this 
country, who are well acquainted with the Chinese character, and are 
conversant with the language; and I have taken advantage of every 
opportunity that offered to make excursions into the country, in order to 
see the viliages, and to acquire some information as to the habits, charac- 
ter and condition of the peasantry. These excursions have necessarily 
been limited to the immediate neighbourhood of Hong Kong, Canton, 
and Macao, as the Chinese Government in this quarter is excessively 
jealous of foreigners, and it is impossible to proceed any distance without 
personal danger.”’ 

GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE CHINESE LABOURER. 


‘‘T have no hesitation in recommending the Chinese as emigrants for 
the West Indies. They are represented to me as tractable, easily 
managed, when they understand the work they have to perform, and as 
possessing indomitable industry, and perseverance in everything they 
undertake. As far as my own very limited experience extends, I have 
found them civil, of apparently quiet and inoffensive character, working 
late and early, and anxious to do anything that offered by which they 
might earn a small consideration. The repugnance shown to foreigners 
in the districts round Canton arises, I believe, entirely from the instiga- 
tion of the Government, and that the people, if left to themselves, would 
allow travellers and strangers to proceed throughout the country without 
letor hindrance. I believe the Chinese to be of rather a mild character, 
and fully alive to the necessity of authority for their regulation and 
control; but harsh measures towards them will be certain of failure, 
and will rouse a spirit of resistance and insubordination, difficult to quell. 
They will not submit to be beaten or treated roughly, but will cheerfully 
obey any regulations, which, when explained to them, they understand to 
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be for their benefit, and which are founded on considerations of kindness | 


and justice. 

‘They are generally a strong muscular race, broad shouldered, and 
bony, and capable of enduring great and continuous fatigue. They are 
hard working and industrious, and in physical abilities for labour and the 
endurance of toil, I should consider one Chinese equal to ¢wo of the in- 
habitants of Bengal. With the exception of beggars lounging about the 
joss houses (or temples), I have not seen a single man idle. The heat of the 
climate here in the summer is about an average of that in Demerara, and 
I see the people engaged in ploughing land, cultivating rice, making em- 
bankments to recover land from the river, and in other occupations of 
agriculture from morning to night; and I infer from this that people who 
are so industrious in their own country, will be good labourers in any 
other where their industry will meet with a better reward. 

‘‘There are two traits in the character of the Chinese which will make 
them valuable labourers in the present state of the West Indies. In the 
first place, they are fond of money, and so devoted to the acquisition of 
it, that, being never satisfied with what they possess, they will continue 
the pursuit of gain to the very last; and in the second place, they are 
extremely shrewd and intelligent, keenly alive to their own interests, and 
will soon perceive the advantage to be derived from cultivating land on 
their own account, either under lease,.or for an interest in the produce, or 
nett proceeds from the soil. In fact, they have sufficient intelligence and 
ambition to rise in the world, and in a short time would become useful 
and valuable as a middle class in the West Indies.”’ 


RATE OF WAGES AND TERMS OF SERVICE. 


‘¢ Effective agricultural labourers may be obtained here and in the 
adjoining province of Fokien, under agreement of five years’ service, with- 
out any stipulation as to return passage, at the rate of four dollars, monthly 
wages, food and lodging being found by the importers. I believe it is 
a matter of little moment what contract may be entered into here. The 
custom of monthly wages, except for domestic service, is foreign to the 
habits and feelings of the Chinese. It may be necessary, for the first few 
months after their arrival in the West Indies, to pay them a fixed rate of 
monthly wages; but I have no doubt that as soon as they know something 
of the nature of the work required from them, and are satisfied with the 
climate and with their position, that they will gladly exchange the pay- 
ment of monthly wages for a system of task-work. The latter gives a 
stimulus to industry—whereas the former tends rather to check it—and 
the Chinese are so fond of money, and so eager to realise gain by any 
amount of exertion, that they will not hesitate to adopt whatever system 
they find most conducive to their interests. In Penang, or rather in the 
province of Wellesley, where the cultivation of sugar is carried on prin- 
cipally, if not almost entirely, by Chinese, the system of monthly wages 
was tried and persevered in for some time without success. The other 
system of giving the Chinese an interest in the cultivation, either by a 
share of the produce, or by a pecuniary consideration proportionate to 
the return, has been adopted instead, and has been followed by favourable 
results. In Singapore, the Chinese are in possession of money and land. 
They are clearing the forest and establishing spice plantations, and, by 
their industry and perseverance, have obtained a monopoly of nearly all 
the profitable secondary occupations of the colony.” 


DIFFICULTY CONNECTED WITH CHINESE IMMIGRATION=—CONFINED TO 
MALES. 


‘¢ From the above it will be evident that the Chinese, in my estimation, 
possess all the elements to constitute useful labourers and good colonists 
in the West Indies. They possess strength, industry, and intelligence, 
and are so eager after gain that they will continue to work on as long as it 
is possible to earn anything by persevering exertion. But there is one 
great difficulty in the way of a successful emigration and permanent 
colonisation of the West Indies by means of Chinese,—and that is, the 
impossibility of obtaining women and families. Extensive emigration has 
been going on for many years to almost every island in the Indian Archi- 
pelago, to Manilla, to Borneo, to Java— where there are several 
hundred thousand—to Singapore, Malacca, and other places; but, 
in every case, the emigration has been of men alone, and there is 
hardly one solitary instance of the emigration of women or fami- 
lies. In all these cases, the Chinese have formed connexions, and when 
married with the Malay or other women of the country where they have 
settled, the want of female emigration has not been felt. In Singa- 
pore I saw numbers of children, the offspring of Chinese and of Malay 
women, whom they had obtained by purchase. This offspring will, from 
the pressure of Chinese immigration, become gradually more and more 
assimilated to the Chinese race; and I believe that in course of time the 
Malays will necessarily succumb to the superior energy of the Chinese, 
and will ultimately disappear from the soil, whenever the two races are 
brought into immediate contact. 

‘¢ In all the islands and countries where the Chinese have hitherto 
settled as emigrants, they have found branches of the Malay family and 
races cognate to their own. This would not be the case in the West 
Indies, and I have very great doubts whether they would form connexions 
of a permanent character with the negro women, so as to become contented 





and resident colonists. If this difficulty can be got over, I have no doubt 

as to the successful result of Chinese emigration on the future destinies 

of the West India colonies.’’ 

DOMESTIC FEMALE SLAVERY UNIVERSAL THROUGHOUT CHINA,—A 
BONUS THEREFORE NECESSARY TO SECURE WOMEN AS IMMI- 
GRANTS, 


‘* T have made inquiry as to the reasons which prevent the emigration 
of women and families, and I have had the opportunity of conversing 
with intelligent Chinese on the subject. One or two gentlemen, whose 
opinions are entitled to consideration, think that women and families may 
be obtained if proper steps are taken, and that the only reason why they 
have not emigrated hitherto, has been the absolate want of means to pay 
the expenses of the voyage. They state that in all the countries in which 
the Chinese have been sought as labourers, the emigration of women and 
families has not hitherto been made an object, but that if a free passage were 
offered, there is every probability that they would avail themselves of it to 
rejoin their friends and relations. This opinion is, however, greatly over- 
borne by the opinion of other parties, who think that there are reasons in the 
peculiar state of Chinese society to operate as a bar against the emigration 
of women. Domestic female slavery is universal throughout China, and 
girls are purchased at prices varying from ten to sixty dollars, or even 
upwards, according to their age and supposed intelligence ; and they think 
that the poor people will, as a matter of course, sell their girls to families 
where they will be well taken care of, rather than allow them to leave the 
country by which they can derive no practical benefit. If, therefore, it 
be an object to obtain women and families, a Jonue must be given for 
them, and that by this means alone can the difficulty be overcome. I may 
add, that here, in Macao, female domestic slavery is very common among 
the Portuguese families, and that nearly all the female servants and ayaho 
have been obtained by purchase as children. 

‘‘ If the colonies of British Guiana and Trinidad shall decide upon 
giving a trial to the emigration of Chinese from this quarter, various 
courses are open for the attainment of this object. 


‘1st. An arrangement with certain firms who would undertake to send ; 


effective labourers at a certain fixed sum per head, and procure the neces- 
saries for the voyage. 

‘¢ 2. The establishment of a bounty paid in the colony upon all effective 
agricultural labourers, without reference to the party by whom they may 
have been sent from China. This bounty ought not to exceed £18 
sterling. 

‘¢ 3. The appointment of an emigration agent, whose business it should 
be to obtain vessels.’’ 


ANY NUMBER CAN BE OBTAINED. 


‘‘ There can be no doubt as to obtaining any number of labourers that 
may be required. This country is peopled to excess, and there is a 
constant struggle to obtain the bare necessaries of life. In spite of the 
regulations of the Government, by which emigration is strictly prohibited, 
the Chinese themselves are anxious to emigrate, and will go anywhere 
where they have the chance of earning a subsistence. Thousands go to 
Singapore every year, and are thence gradually spreading over the adjacent 
countries. The tin mines in the island of Banca are worked entirely by 
Chinese. In Java there is a population of several hundred thousand. I 
have been informed that the number amounts to nearly a million, and 
that the Dutch, in alarm at their increasing numbers, have recently pro- 
hibited their introduction. They have found their way to Borneo, and 
have established large communities in some parts of the island. There 
are great numbers of them in Manilla, and the Spanish Government, with 
the view to encourage their immigration into the island, have removed 
several restrictions that were found injurious. They have found their 
way also to California, paying their own expenses ; and so eager are they 
toreach this El Dorado that they are willing to encounter the risk of the 
voyage in their own junks, totally unfitted as these vessels are for the 
risks attendant on so long an undertaking. 

‘* With a people so prone to emigration, and with a population in 
excess of the means of subsistence, there can be no doubt, I think, that 
any number of labourers may be obtained, and if emigration be once set 
a-going, there can be little doubt as to a favourable result. I consider 
the Chinese as being superior to the Bengalese in every point of view, 
with reference to colonisation; and if hereafter any means should be 
found to overcome the difficulty which now exists as to the non-emigra- 
tion of women and families, I am confident that the Chinese will be 
found the best labourers that have yet been introduced into the West 
Indies.”’ 

HABITS OF THE CHINESE LABOURER, 


‘¢ There are many details with regard to the habits and character of the 
Chinese to which I do not refer at present, as it would extend this com- 
munication to an unnecessary length. I may state, however, that if the 
colonies decide upon giving a trial to this immigration, it will be neces- 
sary that they should have a sufficient number of emigrants to form a 
society of their own. The Chinese are essentially a social and gregarious 
people, and must be located in masses together, and not scattered through- 
out the colony. They must be kept, in the first instance, distinct and 
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separate from the negroes, not only at their work, but also in their dwel- 
lings; and if arrangements could be made for locating them in separate 
villages, it would conduce much to the success of the emigration. They 
are naturally of a cheerful disposition, and gratified with trifles, and 
whatever promotes good humour among them, will tend materially to 
make them contented and willing labourers.’’ 


DISTRICTS FROM WHENCE OBTAINED. 


* All the information I have received leads me to conclude that Amoy, 
which is the principal port in the province of Fokien, offers greater 
facilities for obtaining good labourers than can be procured elsewhere. 
This is the great seat of emigration influences, and hence the Chinese 
wander to all parts of the Indian seas. The country between Canton and 
Amoy is also the principal seat of the sugar cultivation. I purpose going 
as far as Amoy by the first opportunity that offers. This will not 
occupy more than two or three weeks, and on my return thence, I shall 
proceed to Singapore and Penang.”’ 

In a postscript Mr. White says—‘‘ As far as I am aware, no stipulation 
has ever been introduced into any of the contracts made with Chinese 
emigrants securing a return passage at the end of five years, or if intro- 
duced it has never been claimed by the emigrants. 

*«T have ascertained that in all cases where the Chinese emigrants have 
proved refractory on board ships, as in some recent cases to South Ame- 
rica, it has arisen solely from maltreatment by the officers of the ship, or 
by the want of sufficient and proper food and water for their subsistence.’ 





Foreign Entelliqgence. 


SLAVERY IN THE Unitep Srates.—During the past month, the 
information contained in our usual files has had reference chiefly to the 
elections which are now taking place in the various States. The question 
which influences, to a great degree, the selection of candidates, is the all- 
absorbing one of slavery, and we are glad to find that, thus far, the Whig 
party has sustained great loss. The Boston Commonwealth, received by 
the last mail, gives the following, which has special reference to the State 
of Massachusetts. 

‘*The great battle has been fought, gallantly fought, and gloriously 
won! The enemies of freedom are beaten, routed, prostrated. The 
infamous administration of Millard Fillmore, with its law of treason 
and its Fugitive Slave Bill, is branded with the deep contempt of Massa- 
chusetts. Daniel Webster and Robert C. Winthrop are rebuked and 
rejected,—the one as a traitor to liberty, the other as a vacillating trim- 
mer whom no man could rely on. The Whig party of Massachusetts, 
with its one face to the North, and another to the South, with its insane 
arrogance and its obstinate conservatism, is beaten down as it never was 
before—beaten down never to rise, except through repentance and rege- 
neration. 

*« The coalition between the Free Soilers and the Democrats, which had 
been denounced as infamous and criminal, and to-which the harshest and 
most odious terms of the language had been unsparingly applied, and 
upon the vindication or condemnation of which the struggle in a great 
measure turned, has been most emphatically approved by the sober 
second thought of the people. The coalition senators have been elected 
in the great counties of Middlesex and Worcester, both of which the 
Whigs had boasted they would carry. In Plymouth, Bristol, Franklin, 
Hampden, and Berkshire counties we have elected our senators, if our 
returns can be relied on. We have thus aclear majority in the Senate. 
By an unfortunate accident, a material part of the returns of Essex was 
lost after it had passed into the hands of our agent, so that we are posi- 
tively informed of ‘the election of only two of the five coalition senators 
of that county. We have very strong hopes, however, that the whole 


ticket is elected. 

‘¢ The vote for Governor is an exceedingly large one. Mr. Winthrop 
has gained over the Whig vote of last year, but not in proportion to the 
general increase of the vote of the State. In Boston, where his partisans 
and his presses had confidently boasted of 6,000 majority and even more, 
his majority is less than 2,500, while that of Governor Briggs last year 
was nearly 3,000. The free soil vote in Boston has increased from 1,076 
last year to 1,295. 

‘‘The Democratic vote has very largely increased throughout the State. 
In Boston, the vote for Governor Boutwell has risen from 1,907 last year 
to 3,607, a gain of 1,700! In Lowell the coalitionists have gained largely, 
having elected five representatives, while not a single Whig is chosen. 
The result, both in Boston and Lowell, we have little doubt is to be attri- 
buted in great part to the operation of the Secret Ballot Law, in both 
which places its protection was specially needed by a considerable class 
of voters. 

‘* We are not able to announce the result of the vote upon the propo- 
sition to call a convention to revise the Constitution. The cities have 
gone against it; in the small towns it has met with more favour, but we 
must wait for further returns before we can decide whether it is accepted 
or rejected. 











‘We are well satisfied with this day’s work. A great Free Soil and 
Democratic victory has been won. The pro-slavery administration has 
been rebuked, the nomination of Webster shown to be a farce, the elec- 
tion of Sumner ratified by the people, the reforms of last year approved, 
and others rendered possible. The verdict of Massachusetts has been 
given against slave-hunting on her free soil, against making high treason 
of the exercise of the right to free speech, and against the denial of the 
habeas corpus and the trial by jury to those of her citizens whose liberty 
is perilled by the claim of a slaveholder. Upon these issues was this 
battle fought. And on those questions the decision of the Bay State has 


| been unmistakeably given. She now stands fixed and foremost in opposi- 


tion to the slave power. 
into submission. 

‘*And now that we have rebuked the pro-slavery administration by 
burying the Whig party under a popular majority against them of 
10,000 votes, shall we fling away the fruits of our victory? All that 
is now needed is union. The Senate is secure. We can and we must 
carry the House. We stand now as well as we did at the close of the first 
day, a year ago. 

‘* Already the telegraphic wires have borne to the farthest corners of 
the Union the great tidings—Daniel Webster is defeated in Massa- 
chusetts. Let to-day’s results announce the fact that the Whig party in 
Massachusetts is prostrated for ever ! ’’ 


The question of the Presidency is an all-absorbing one; but in the 
present aspect of affairs it is impossible to say who is likely to be suc- 
cessful. Millard Fillmore’s name, it is said, will be withdrawn; Daniel 
Webster kas but little chance of election ; it is, consequently, believed, that 
some nomination more in consonance with the general views of the people 
will prevail. 

The number of captures of fugitive slaves is declining, rather than 
otherwise. The trials arising out of the Fugitive Slave Law, especially 
those for treason in Christiana, are fruitful of excitement. It is highly 
improbable, however, that convictions will take place. 


It will not be easy to bribe or bend her again 


DONATIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


The following subscriptions have been received, and are hereby thank- 
fully acknowledged. 
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